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Suddenly, Yuugo put his right hand on the bricks and 
grabbed Tomoki. The streetlights from the park did 
not illuminate them. Light and darkness were clearly 
defined. Tomoki tried to retreat back into the light, but 
Yungo wouldn't let his hand go. 


"Fomoki Naruse has the strangest dreams. Every night, he 
finds himself waiting for a phantom lover—whom he has 
never seen. Tomoki cannot remember his dream lover's 
name or face when he wakes each morning, but one thing he 
does know: Tomoki’s lover is no girl. 


Unraveling the mystery of Tomoki’s dream lover leads him 
to discover the Depths of Dreams, a shadowy world hidden 
within the darkness, and the realization that he is one of the 
mythical Dark Walkers—a human born with the ability to 
“fall” from the real world into the Depths of Dreams with 
his mind and body intact. With the help of Yuugo Oda, his 
classmate and fellow Dark Walker, Tomoki begins to harness 
and control the power within him. Little do they realize the 
sinister plans set in motion by Tomoki’s appearance in the 
world of dreams. Join Tomoki and Yuugo as they explore the 
world of dreams, discovering that, sometimes, fantasy can 
be just as terrifying as the real world. 


Hikaru Yura’s suspenseful tale is based upon the world 
developed by Hirotaka Kisaragi in her manga by the same 
name. Dark Walker is the sensual story of two boys who 
discover love in the midst of great danger. 
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I love dozing off in bed. My favorite luxury is slee 
for hours after a deadline and then getting a mass 
My dream is to someday go on a leisurely vacation 
southern island. I hope that day comes soon... 


Dark Walker 


dreams I have when I'm sleeping aren’t real. 
r what happens in my dreams, it’s not real. And 
up...all that’s waiting for me is the start of 


faint scent of flowers drifted in the air, and, 
there was no wind, flower petals would 
flutter down from the sky. Tomoki Naruse 
peaceful landscape, hugging his knees 
dedly. He was still wearing his pajamas. His 
Slender as a young boy’s and he had soft, 
olored hair. Long eyelashes framed his big 
which were a shimmering amber color in 
flower petal touched his pink lips, and then 
d like a fleeing illusion. 

am I? I don't know why I'm here. 

flowers that spread out upon the ground were 
4 cushion, and when the white petals touched 
ley felt as smooth as silk. Tomoki softly lay 
iS luxurious bed of flowers. He opened his 
@ saw that the sky above him was pearl grey 
petals flying down as if they were being 


foie 
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born from the glittering sky. It was a mysterious s 
like a dream... 

XXX will be here soon.. 

He knew that he was waiting for someone, b: 
couldn’t think of their name. /f XXX doesn t com 
I'm gonna fall asleep... The air he breathed in was sweet, 
making him drowsy. 

Hes always hurt, so I should give him a | I 
thought vaguely, and tried to fight off his sleepiness. No 
matter how hard he tried, he couldn’t remember who 


cene, 


“he” was. His eyelids grew so heavy that he cot 


help but close his eyes, and then suddenly he felt a warm 
hand on his cheek. 

“Tomoki...” 

He heard 
yet still couldn’t open his eyes. Tomoki felt a heaviness 
on his body and “his” breath against his ear. The s 
of the pajamas he had just been wearing disappe: 
replaced by the feeling of naked skin against skin. “His 
smooth skin felt so good. Tomoki sighed softly. A wart 
tongue slid into his mouth, making the hairs on the back 
of his neck stand up. The kisses, the searching fingertips 
traveling downward—he knew them so well. And 
also knew what was about to happen next. 

“You're so cute,” “he” whispered softly 
Tomoki’s lips trembled. “His” fingers and tongue 
Tomoki, and he quickly became hard. He lifted his 
up naturally, as if begging for “his” hard rod whi¢ 
pushed against his abdomen. Since he couldn't se 
anything, his body was even more sensitive. 

“Obhh...” 


his” familiar voice. He smiled ha; 


and 
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“His” hardness entered Tomoki roughly, ang _ | 
Tomoki let out several small gasps, as if trying to escape 
the pain. At that moment, his eyes opened slightly, and J 
“his” face should have been there... 

Tomoki arched his back as their lips pressed hard 
against each other’s and “he” pushed in as deeply as he 
could. “His” movements had become faster and rougher, 
Tomoki felt a tremor of pleasure race through his entire _ 
body. At first he had been afraid of this painful, scary _ 
thing, but now he was used to it. | 

“Remember me. Hurry up and remember...” “He” 
said between gasps. 

“I will,” Tomoki answered, clinging onto “his” 
back desperately. He felt as if his consciousness would 
be washed away. “XXX!” Tomoki called “his” name 
between rough, trembling gasps. 

“Ohhhhh!” His body arched violently backwards. 
making the bedsprings bounce. “Ow...” Tomoki had hit 
his head on the wooden headboard. He had just woken 
up. He combed his tangled brown hair back and shook 
his head, dazed. 

He sat up in bed and timidly looked inside his 
pajama pants. “Oh, crap!” he whispered. Anot/ie” 
wet dream. He couldn't help but feel guilty. Why — 
was he having so many wet dreams lately? Was he | 
touching himself while he was asleep, like some kind 
of sleepwalking thing? “Damn, my back hurts...” The 
whole lower half of his body was trembling. He couldnt 
clearly remember the dream he had just had, but at the 
very least he knew his partner hadn’t been a girl He 
couldn’t remember his lover’s face, but he knew he ha! 
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is isn't the. est time I've had that dream. I think 
before...a lot. Did I feel that guy entering me? 
dreams represent your desires, but then 
Does that mean I secretly want to be raped 


he remembered more of the dream, his face 
j and then pale. “No way...there’s no way it’s 
tried to make excuses, and shook his head 
y with tears in his eyes. “Yeah. I probably just 

bed in the middle of the night or something.” 
9 explain away his back pain, and went to the 
m to take care of his dirty pajama pants. 


noki sat in the classroom before homeroom 
view of the mid-April sky from the window 
and blue and the wind that blew in was 
ag. It had been two weeks since he started high 

© didn’t know all of his classmates’ names yet, 
Telatively happy with his class and the school. 


...” he muttered from 
the window. “I just feel so sluggish...” he 
putting his head down on his desk. No matter 
tried, he just didn’t have any energy. 

just a regular sex dream like everyone else 
iberty? 


<i thought he was pretty much a realist. 
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should let you borrow my perfect notes?” 
‘teasingly, holding out a paper and shaking 
was the only person from Tomoki’s 
“Maybe I’m just frustrated...” He tilted his head 10 was in the same class as him. He was 
and sighed. He wished he would have dreams about ligent, and the two of them had only 
girls, but for the past two weeks he had had frequent me friends. 
dreams where he was having very realistic sex with sly?!” Tomoki held out his hands and his 
another man. bright with expectation. Tashiro looked 
This isn't good...Every time I have a dream about having a lot of fun at Tomoki’s expense. 
him having sex with me I know I'm actually feeling it T owe you one,” Tomoki said happily as he 
“Tomo-kun, you look exhausted!” A few of his ates in both hands. 
male classmates came up to him, peering at his face then maybe you could make it up to me 
teasingly. They had only been in the same class for two _ e, uh, physical labor.” 
weeks. The only one among them that was able to talk h, just tell me when!” Tomoki said seriously, 
to him with such familiarity was a kid he had gone to d around him erupted with laughter. 
middle school with. ' he hilarious? He’s been an airhead like 
“Yeah, I had a bad dream last night,” Tomoki | Since middle school!” Tashiro said, pointing. 
answered, still face-down on his desk. | nodded emphatically. Tomoki was 167 
“You poor thing!” The boys said sarcastically. tall, and from his looks alone seemed like 
messing up Tomoki’s wavy brown hair. | be popular with the girls, but he was still 
“Knock it off!” Tomoki sulked, putting both hands | achild. 
on his disheveled hair. | tty funny to bully Naruse, isn’t it?” Tomoki 
“Whatever,” his middle school classmate, Tashiro. what was going on. He hadn’t thought it 
said. “Hey, do you have the math homework for second | ng. But he was the kind of person who trusted 
hour?” ‘nO matter what. 
“Oh, crap!” Tomoki quickly raised his face Little Tomo-kun still isn’t interested in girls, 
Tashiro’s request. “Ahh, I forgot it!” His big brown eyes iro teased. 
gleamed amber in the sunlight. “I’m screwed!” he said pursed his lips together indignantly. 
in a pitiful voice, scratching his head. Tomoki was the Tlike girls a lot,” he countered, and looked at 
kind of person whose emotions showed clearly on his of girls across the aisle. They were chattering 
face and in his eyes. other animatedly, each one cute in her 


So why did he have that flower dream, like he Was q ve 
princess waiting for her prince to come? 
What if I really like guys?! 
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own way. They wore the high school uniform all the 


neighborhood girls longed to wear—a grey blazer with g 
red tie and a green tartan miniskirt. 

There was a tall boy who stood out among them, 
standing right in the middle. It was Tomoki’s classmate, 
Yuugo Oda. He was tall and slim, with a fearless, mature 
face. He had a very strong-sounding name, but his smile 
was friendly, and he reminded Tomoki of a big, gentle 
dog. 

“Oda’s tall, so our uniform looks good on him,” 
he said enviously. In middle school they wore a black 
uniform with gold buttons. The only thing different 
about the high school uniform was that it had gold clasps 
in place of the buttons. The girls’ uniforms were cute, 
but the simplicity of the boys’ uniforms looked cool ina 
different way, depending on who wore them. But those 
that looked best in them were stylish guys with long 
legs. Someone tall, with broad shoulders, like Oda. 

“He has a nice face, and he’s tall, so I guess that’s 
why the girls like him.” 


“And he’s really smart, too.” Suddenly the boys | 


around him had started to join in the conversation. 

“Every time we have a day off, I heard some 
older girl goes to his apartment.” Their voices started 
to lower. 

“Guess they're on pretty familiar terms, huh?” 

“Even his name sounds snobby.” 

“Hey, it’s not his fault what his name is!” Tomok! 
said, feeling bad that this gossip had started because of 
him. 

“Yeah, when you actually get to know him, he’s 


hool bell rang, and the girls around Yuugo 
n in their seats. “He’s so nice to everyone, 
d Oda-kun has a girlfriend!” 

rent girl asks him out every day, but he 


s they walked past Tomoki. 

ss Oda’s a good guy after all.” 

it’s pretty rare for a guy our age to be so 
one girl,” Tomoki said as he noticed his 
itudes becoming more favorable to Yuugo. 


he walked back to his desk, Tomoki felt 

eyes on him and turned around. His gaze met 
‘He was sitting at his desk with his head in his 

1 smiled at each other, and Tomoki scratched 

ith embarrassment, turning away. 

Oda, huh... 

seats were far away from each other, so 

't have much of an opportunity to talk to each 

Yuugo had been on his mind since they started 


i, I came to see you.” Those were the first 
0 had ever said to him. It was right before 
introduced themselves to the class during 
and Tomoki had been startled when the 
boy had called him by his name. Of course, 
d never met him before. Yuugo had just moved 
ji oku. He had never heard of the town Yuugo 
7 N up in, and they definitely weren’t related. At 
i 

1 
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’t tell me you’ve never had soda before!” 
what, it’s carbonated or something?” Yuugo 
oys around him, scratching his head. 

y, Oda is hilarious! I can’t believe him!” 
laughing. It seemed that whenever someone 
as Oda made such a mistake, his likeability 
eased among the other boys. 

it all seemed rather strange to Tomoki. He 
nis head, laughing, and stared at Yugo, who still 
ed look on his face. 


any rate, Tomoki had never even been to Shikoku. 

“Um, who are you?” Tomoki had tilted his heag 
and asked. 

Yuugo’s eyes had widened with surprise. “You 
mean you don’t remember me?” he had whispered and 
sighed. 

“Have we met somewhere?” 

“Just...Never mind.” 

It had bothered Tomoki so much that he had chased 
after him and asked again, but Yuugo had just smiled and 
shook his head. 

“Here, Oda-kun,” a tan, blonde girl said during 
a break, handing Yuugo a drink and some candy. He 
accepted them with a smile, and the other boys in the 
class looked on with amused expressions on their faces. 
Tomoki also couldn’t help staring at Yuugo, who in tum 
was staring at the can of soda the girl had given him. He 
narrowed his eyes. 

Maybe he has a thing for that girl? Tomoki 
wondered. 

Yuugo opened the can of soda with a serious look 
on his face. Tomoki watched as he brought the can to his 
lips and drank from it. Suddenly Yuugo yelled, “Ahh! 
There’s some kind of foam in my mouth!!” 

What?! Tomoki’s eyes widened with surprise. 

“Is this really a drink?” He pulled the can of 
soda away from his lips with a disgusted look on bis 
face, and Tomoki noticed the whole class was just 
dumbfounded as he was. 

“Are you for real, Oda?” a boy nearby said 
incredulously, which prompted the whole class to join 1" 


“Pudding tastes good with today’s menu.” 
“Pudding goes good with everything. You really 
dding, huh, Tomo-kun?” Tashiro laughed at 

ho had two containers of pudding on his tray. 
it’s wrong with it?” He was about to open 
er of pudding when his eyes met Yuugo’s, 
§ just entering the cafeteria. As usual, he was 
d by girls. Still keeping his gaze on Tomoki, 
ed them off and began to walk alone. 

I sit here?” He pointed to an empty seat 
moki, smiling. 

sure...” Tomoki said with a spoonful of 
in his mouth, his face turning red. Yuugo was 
handsome. He had black, almond-shaped 
lit up when he smiled. 

*s with that smile? You tryin’ to sell us 


a, do you seduce guys, too?” The boys at the 
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table asked seriously. Their chopsticks had all sto 
moving, and everyone's faces were bright red. vine’ 
features suggested he might be wild, but his oi 
was gentle and flirtatious, which sent a shiver doit 
Tomoki’s spine. 

“What does ‘seduce’ mean?” 
“Oda always smiles like that, right?” Tomoki said 
convincingly from beside him, trying to defend him 
} “Yeah,” Yuugo nodded and smiled. “I always smile 
like this.” He stared at Tomoki, who was still holding his 
pudding container. He felt his cheeks growing hot . 
“T bet the girls always misinterpret it, huh?” Tomoki 
nudged Yuugo, trying to hide his embarrassment. 
When they had first met, Yuugo had smiled at 
Tomoki normally, but up close his smile was very 
flirtatious. Even though Tomoki knew he was another 
guy, it made him feel strange inside. It was so enticing; 
he couldn’t tear his eyes away from Yuugo. | 
“I guess guys can be sexy, too,” 
“Your smile is so flirty it’s embarrassing!” 
“Flirty?” Yuugo tilted his head, puzzled al 
everyone’s comments. 
“Hey, Oda. Don’t tell me you're an airhead like 

Naruse!” 

“Don’t you realize when you're hitting 0! 

people?” 4 

“Hitting. on people? Hey, I’m against violence: 
guys!” Yuugo said with complete seriousness. Everyon® 

at the table stared at him, amazed. j 

“...Oda is seriously hilarious.” 
“If you're that friendly to everyone, people will 


you like guys!” As Yuugo and the others 
friendly conversation, Tomoki was still 
absentmindedly started to eat his lunch. 

he just smiles at everyone like that... He felt 
little disappointed at this. 

d thought he was special, the only one Oda 
e that. His eyes had looked so familiar. 
‘guess everyone else feels the same way... 
se hasn’t been getting very good sleep 
e boys brought up the subject from earlier that 


down 


ha ha! I guess Tomo-kun’s been having 
verted dreams!” Tashiro said after he saw 
lushing. “Don’t worry about it. Our bodies 
by every little thing at this age. It’s worse 


you can’t help it if you dream about having 
| some random businessman or the old lady from 
jence store. Or even a dog or a motorcycle!” 
¢ solemnly agreed with Tashiro, but Tomoki 
head doubtfully. 

be thankful it’s not real and just jack off or 
You shouldn’t let it built up. | heard that 


’s okay as long as the person you have sex 
nan?” Tomoki asked, confused. 
nno, but I heard hot ramen noodles feel really 


h, the point is to get something as warm as 


does this have to do with my dreams?” 
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Tomoki fell on the table, exhausted, and just listened as dressed him without honorifics, and even 
Tashiro and the other boys talked about sex. ht it was strange that the familiarity didn’t 
When the bell rang signaling the end of lunch, comfortable. 
everyone around him stood up and he heard someone can I ask you something?” The classroom 
say, “Tomoki.” Yuugo had been quiet until that poin, | empty, with only a few of their classmates 
but leaned over and whispered his name in his ear, likea yw did you know my name when we first 
secret. “Wanna walk home together today?” ‘Tomoki was talking, Yuugo had written 
“Okay,” Tomoki answered quietly, still lying on the his notebook and handed it to him. 
table. He didn’t raise his face until after Yuugo had left JGO,” he read the big letters he had 
He put his hands over his hot ears. He knew his ears and sly. i 
face were probably bright red. His heart thumped wildly Tknow your name, Oda...” 
in his chest. He felt his whole body responding to the ugo!” He pointed to the notebook again. 
echo of Yuugo’s low voice in his head. It felt like he had San I call you Yuugo?” Tomoki asked 
just been asked out on a date by his crush. } a Yuugo smiled, looking satisfied. “You're so 
“No, that’s not it!” He smacked his own cheeks ugo had suddenly looked so childish; it made 
“It's just two friends walking home together!” He shook : 
his head, again making up excuses. Oda was friendly to 
everyone. And everyone misunderstood it as him flirting 
with them. “He has a problem.” A big problem. And that 
was his sweet voice and smile. “I should warn him. 
As a friend!” He wasn’t exactly sure what he should 
warn him about, but he made up his mind to do 5°. 
nevertheless. 


called him “Oda,” but he seemed not to care, 
it only me to call him that? Tomoki’s mood 
we, so he didn’t notice that Yuugo had 
‘dodged his question. 

my dreams...” Tomoki said as they walked 
myenience store they had stopped by on their 


eee , . ” Yuugo looked up as he drank his coffee. 
fier school, Tomoki cheerfully gathered up his you ever have sex dreams, Yuugo?” he asked 
belongings. 
boar can you wait a bit?” 0 smiled cheerfully. “I have good dreams all 
. pei like you.” 
} Yuugo was writing in the cleaning log, so Tomok! el like mine are bad dreams, though.” 
sat in an empty seat in front of him to wait. Yuug? of it! 
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“Really?” 

“Really,” Tomoki asserted. 

“I have dreams about having sex with a really cute 
lover.” Tomoki was taken aback by Yuugo’s frankness 

“That sounds pretty intense. Is it someone you're 
dating in real life? Your girlfriend?” Even though he was 
drinking cold orange juice, when Yuugo smiled at him 
like that, he felt hot. But he couldn’t read too much into 
it. It was just a habit of Yuugo’s. “So I guess you’ ve had 
sex with her in real life.” 

“No, I’ve never even held hands with anyone in 
real life.” 

“Seriously? So it’s a one-sided affair? Even thoug 
all the girls want you?” Tomoki asked with surprise 

Yuugo laughed. “It’s not exactly one-sided. In the 
dreams, they always have their eyes closed and never 
even try to look at my face!” 

“Like Sleeping Beauty?” 

“No, more like even though they’re awake they 
can’t face reality, so they won’t open their eyes.” 

“Won’t face reality? But it’s a dream, right?” 

“That doesn’t mean it’s not real,” Yuugo smiled 

Tomoki blinked repeatedly. “I have no idea what 
you're talking about,” he said, exasperated. 

“Tomoki.” 

“What?” 

“Doesn’t the sex you have in your dreams feel 
good?” Yuugo suddenly whispered right into his ¢* 
Tomoki was so surprised he dropped the sandwich he 
had just bought. 

“Yuugo!” He exclaimed as he turned bright red and 
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covered his ears. 

Yuugo picked up the sandwich that had come 
unwrapped and threw it in the garbage can. “Don’t gg 
so mad, Ill buy you another one.” 

“That’s not what I mean!” 

Yuugo put his arm around him and they went back 

inside. Only now, Tomoki was bright red with anger. 


in the warm water and stared at them. Then 
f Yuugo. “This house with the blue roof is 
oki had said, pointing to the house right next 
Wanna come in?” He wanted to invite him 
ugo had said was, “Oh,” and then, “Okay, 
you have good dreams again tonight.” 
d, then started walking down the sidewalk 
oki’s house and the park. He lived in a 
condo complex on the other side of the road, 
park, about three minutes away. 
1 know he lived so close...“He’s so cold, 
ess he’s not exactly co/d, but still...” Tomoki 
e held onto the sides of the bathtub. He was 
jone, so that wasn’t really the case. “I guess 
is a better word.” He splashed his hands 
r, and then yelled, “No wait—that’s still not 
wanted to describe Yuugo’s simple behavior 
he pened there wasn’t a word to describe 
j ior between men. 
be I’m just excited because I want to become 
ig 
Ited his head. He didn’t know why he was 
$0 impatient. Yuugo was his classmate; he’d be 
him again the next morning. 
e dried his wet hair with a towel, Tomoki headed 
‘On the second floor. He climbed the stairs then 
the hallway. There were two rooms there, 
the room to the right. The one to the left was 
After dinner, Tomoki took a long bath and sighed rother’s room, but he had died when Tomoki 
The spring nights were still chilly. It was already pite His parents hadn’t touched it since; it 
black outside the small bathroom window. He stret¢! ictly the way his brother had left it. 


It was growing dark as they approached the park 
near Tomoki’s house. It was heavily wooded and the 
streetlights were already glowing blue-white. As he 
listened to Tomoki chattering on, Yuugo casually 
looked towards the corner of the park. His eyes 
quickly narrowed, but he kept the smile on his face. 
“Impossible...” he whispered in a low voice so Tomoki ' 
couldn’t hear. Two red lights glowed in the midst of the 
dark trees. “Why?” He had seen them before. But they 
were not supposed to be here. 

The red, reptilian eyes were staring at him, waiting 
for an opportunity. Yuugo stared back harshly, and the 
two red eyes slowly shifted downward. It was almos 
like watching a snake slither away on the ground 

“Yuugo, what’s wrong?” Tomoki looked up # 
him, watching as he stared somewhere into the deset 
park. 


28 Hikaru Yura Dark Walker 29 
a loud fluttering noise like the beating 
the roof. His heart pounded. The sound 
grew quiet, as if whatever it was had 
into the night. Tomoki was a little pale 
d loudly. He switched on the radio near his 
It relaxed as the familiar sound of the DJ’s 
the room. 

to be an optical illusion!” Tomoki flopped 
bed. As he finished drying his hair, he 
feel embarrassed by his fear. He had thought 
t the type of person who had dreams a lot, 
was while he was asleep or even dreams for 
He thought himself a realist. 

that night, Tomoki slept with the lights on. 
en about to turn the lights off when he 
the figure he had seen, and chills ran 
Spine. “I’m not really scared or anything,” 
oud as he slipped into bed, even though no 
tening. He felt his cheeks grow hot. 


It happened when Tomoki was only one year old, 3 
so he had no memories of his brother. “Tomo-kun, You - 
look so much like your brother, but your personalitigs 4 
are the exact opposite!” his parents and relatives always 
used to tell him. Unlike Tomoki, who was lively and 
mischievous, his brother had been quiet and wel. 
behaved. Sometimes he felt angry at being compared tp 
his late brother. But when he saw the room that wasnt 
being used, he sometimes thought how fun it might have 
been had his brother still been alive. 

He opened his door and searched for the light 
switch with his fingers. He felt the hard sensation of the 
switch, and, just as he was about to turn the lights on, 
Tomoki casually looked up—and was startled at whet | 
he saw. 

The silhouette of a human form with large wings 
was outlined in his dark room. Tomoki only saw it for 
split-second before he blinked. He quickly turned on the 
lights, and the fluorescent light flickered on overhead 
Under the bright lights, his room looked completely 
normal. There was no sign of any disturbance around his 
window. His blue curtains weren’t moving a bit. “Wh#! 
the hell ...” Tomoki decided it must have been some kit 
of optical illusion, but he remembered how realistic th* 
figure had looked. It was the size of a normal human. but 
its wings were so large when spread that they barely & 
in Tomoki’s small bedroom. 

“A demon...” He suddenly blurted out 
thing that most closely resembled what he had s¢*# 
before in books and movies. “No, there’s no way: 
He smiled at his own wild imagination. Sudde” 


as a moonless night. The houses were all 
‘the air was quiet, as if even it had stopped, 
before dawn, a faint shadow emerged from 
S behind Tomoki’s house. At the same 
re was a fluttering sound, and from his back 
id two giant wings that were each about two 
. He quietly glanced around before folding 
‘Reatly into place. If anyone had seen this 
Sight, they probably would have screamed. 
er of the black wings quietly slipped into 


30 Hikaru Yura Dark Walker 31 
the night and disappeared like an illusion. Tomoki thought. 

j how many TVs should I buy?” Yuugo 
ployee, who, along with Tomoki, stared at 

Towards the end of April, Tomoki had adjusted 
his new class and formed friendships with a group of his 
classmates. Some lived near him, and sometimes they 
would even walk home with Yuugo and Tomoki. . 

“It’s a bit of a detour, but do you want to go check 
out the new video games there?” Tomoki pointed to 
a large electronics shop. “Do you play video games, 
Yuugo? What kind do you like?” 

“I've never played any. What kinds of games are 
there?” Yuugo asked curiously. 

Tomoki took him over to the video game section 
of the store and showed him a few. He was happy whet 
Yuugo seemed enthusiastic to talk about popular CDs. 
video games, and movies. “Okay, I’ll buy some.” 

“Yeah, let’s trade sometime, too!” Tomoki nodded 
cheerfully. Yuugo started putting all the games Tomok! 
recommended into his shopping basket. “Yuugo. yo! 
need a game console or you can’t play those.” 

“Oh, I'll just buy one, then,” he said, headité 
towards the register. 

“But shouldn’t you ask your parents first?” Tomokt 
asked as he followed behind. But Yuugo not only orde™ 
a video game console, but a TV, VCR, and a comput 
right on the spot. “If you buy all that at once, won't Y™ 
get in trouble?” 


} second, one TV is enough!” Tomoki, 
get worried, took Yuugo by the arm and 

corner of the store. There were a lot of 
‘each with a different show playing on them. 
ed that if you change the channel, the show 
too. Yuugo seemed genuinely impressed by 


ly...where the hell did you used to live?” 

d you, out in the country in Shikoku,” Yuugo 
really seemed like he had never seen a TV 
moki asked him more questions, and Yuugo 
know about newspapers, magazines, and 
appliances like refrigerators and washing 


you from a really poor family or 


ly. We just didn’t have a TV is all,” Yuugo 
ile on his face, but that still didn’t ease 
ies. 

’re gonna buy something expensive, can 
St ask me about it first?” Tomoki asked with 
on his face. He felt like he just couldn’t 
alone. Yuugo was intelligent and got 

but he had never had a carbonated drink. 

“Nah. I live alone anyway, and I don’t have w anything about mainstream, popular 

anything in my apartment yet. I just moved in.” st didn’t make sense. / need to be with him. 
He must be pretty rich if he can buy all that ith 4S suddenly filled with a sense of duty. 
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“By the way, are you eating right at home?” 

“I’m eating what I like,” Yuugo answered ith; 
smile. 

Tomoki had even started to worry about his ating 
habits. Yuugo explained that he was eating things frog 
the nearby convenience store and restaurants. 41 /eay 
he’s not eating anything weird. “I won’t tell anyoy 
about this, so you shouldn’t mention it either.” 

“Okay.” 

Tomoki figured if their classmates got wind of 
exactly how oblivious Yuugo was they'd be merciless 
so he decided to keep it a secret. He was also secretly 
happy that he was the only one who knew Yuugo so well 
Every time they saw each other at school, Tomoki woul 
ask, “How are your studies going?” 

“Good,” Yuugo would answer with a smile 
His “studies” were of TV, games, and other popula 
mainstream things. After about a week of this, 
became more like a regular high school student. Thatls 
to the TV and the computer, he was usually able to ke? 
up with normal conversation. 

“Tf you have any questions, just ask me.” 

“Thanks for helping me so much, Tomoki. 
was always overly impressed by Tomoki’s knowledg® 

Tomoki thought it was fun recommending Te not trying to come on to them, you 
favorite CDs, and they'd often go shopping togethe™ at people like that! It’s like you’ve never 
school, the two became inseparable. Yuugo wast ws ore!” His tone grew a little angry. Even 
close to anyone else, and he hadn’t joined any clubs yeh d feel his heart pound when Yuugo looked 

I have to stay near him. He needs me! | want f it. As soon as he found out that it was just a 
be his best friend. We have so much fun togethe?- Secretly felt disappointed. And he also felt 
so unique...and so charming. But maybe everyor® © Ortable at the same time. 


this class?” During breaks, girls from 
or people recruiting for their clubs would 
to talk to Yuugo. Each time it happened, 

nd and talk to them in the doorway. At the 
ri ‘most everyone in class had decided on a 
Since Yuugo was so tall, members of sports 
invited him to join, but he hadn’t accepted 


jima from the volleyball club. If you 
‘on a club activity yet...” And each time 
stare at them with that smile on his face, 
and boys were always speechless. His 
eyes could make anyone’s heart pound. 
Tomoki clapped a hand on his shoulder 
“T told you, you shouldn’t stare at people 
like that!” Besides looking after him, 
‘Tecently started scolding him. “Don’t pay 
im, Senpai. He has this habit of staring at 
It doesn’t mean anything.” Even though 
explain that, they would always hurry 
faces bright red. 
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Ever since the incident at the electronics stor sly annoyed, and walked right past the girls. 
Tomoki had felt like he just couldn’t leave Yuugy u have to be so friendly to everyone?” he 
alone, so he had been going around making sure othey when they were alone in the locker room. 
wouldn’t misunderstand Yuugo’s behavior. fted in from the tall, open window on one 
“Isn't it weird how people have so many differen room. “You don’t have to smile at every 
faces?” f them, you know.” 

Tomoki guessed Yuugo meant it was interesting ot like it’s hurting you, right?” Yuugo said as 
how different people looked. “Did you not grow w inst the lockers and looked at Tomoki. 
around a lot of people?” , but if your girlfriend lived nearby and 

“Yeah, there weren’t many people there.” T bet she'd be really jealous.” 

“What, were you raised by wolves in the mountains lives really close,” Yuugo answered, smiling. 
of Shikoku or something? There are still people out it She’s not from Shikoku? I totally 
the country!” were in a long-distance relationship!” 

“Wolves? Hmm...Something like that. Anywa). the person I love lives here. That’s why I 
there weren’t a lot of people around.” Yuugo smiled and 
lightly stroked Tomoki’s hair, like he was petting a cal’ 
fur. “Have you remembered me yet?” 

“Remembered what about you?” 

“Never mind.” 

“You are so weird.” Tomoki looked away wil! 
a fed-up expression on his face. Even though Yuug? 
had touched him in such a meaningful way, he had still 
evaded Tomoki’s question, as usual. And even though he 
was growing used to it, Tomoki still blushed furiously y 
when Yuugo got so close to his face. 

When he walked around with Yuugo, gir! 
always come up to them, saying, “Oda-kun!” When the} 
were on their way back from gym after fourth pe", 
girls called out and waved to him. “Over here, Oda-S™ 
Every time someone called his name, Yuugo w ‘ould tut 
towards them and give them his signature smile. To™ 


"t tell me she’s older and you guys live 
your condo or something!” Tomoki’s eyes 
ened and he leaned in closer. Even though 
home from school together, Tomoki would 
up going home first. 

we're the same age and we don’t live 


1 Really? You walk home with me, so I 
€ goes to a different school, huh? What is she 
'she’s way hotter than the girls at our school.” 
Speaking casually, but inside his heart was 
“Does she come to your house a lot?” he 
feeling nervous. 

that’s why he's never invited me inside. 

her all the time, but she never comes over. I 
Ve never even held hands before.” 


Js would 
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“Seriously? She won’t even let you hold her hang 
She must be a prude,” Tomoki said sympathetically 
Once he knew Yuugo’s girlfriend wasn’t going over ty 
his house, Tomoki felt a little relieved. Still, Yuugo ha 
someone he really cared about. Maybe Yuugo goes hone 
alone so he can change to go out on dates with hey. 
“Anyway, you should stop smiling like that at everyone 
you see, For your girlfriend’s sake,” he said, choosing 
his words carefully. “If you guys are going out, she 
probably wants to feel like she’s the only special one in 
your life.” 

“It sounds like you're jealous or something” 
Yuugo said, smiling, and Tomoki immediately blushed. 
“Are you really that worried about me?” He peered # 
Tomoki’s face, amused. “Do you want to get to know 
me better?” 

“Huh?” Tomoki’s heart jumped at the tender ton 
in Yuugo’s voice. 

“That’s why you were waiting for me, right?” 

“1...” Tomoki couldn’t find the words to answer. He 
tried to stop himself from blushing at the sensual 
Yuugo was staring at him. It was true. He had waited f° go home now, Tomoki?” Yuugo called out 
Yuugo after the bell rang. But that was all. He wast! 
jealous, or worried about him, or anything. He w anted 0 
say that, but just couldn't find the words. Why can 1/5 been in a bad mood, but Tomoki felt himself 
anything? “[-I’m gonna go ahead back to the classt00™ erfully as he picked up his bag. No matter how 
now,” he said quietly as he looked away. /'m sé han s invited him to walk home together, Yuugo 
idiot. No matter what Yuugo said to him, he coulda smile and tum them down, then go over to 
explain himself. Tomoki was so embarrassed—he ! nitely made him feel good, but Tomoki was 
to get out of there. dat the jealous glares from the girls. 

“I’m sorry, Tomoki.” Yuugo grabbed his mo-kun!” 


back. “I'll hurry and change, just wait 
whispered into his ear. His shirt was still 
Tomoki felt the hairs on the back of his neck 


the bell for lunch rang. Tomoki felt 
- pushed on Yuugo’s chest. “Hurry up.” 
Yuugo’s uniform, and they walked out of 
even though Yuugo’s shirt was still 
d. He began to button it up on the way to the 
, and was putting on his uniform when some 
id out to him, and he smiled back at them 


er learns! As Tomoki walked back to his 
d began to hurt. Of course it was Yuugo’s 
to smile, but every time he did so, it irritated 
to no end. He had no idea why. Maybe its 
Jealous that he gets all the attention...or 
want to monopolize him...or maybe I'm just 


att 
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“Oda, Naruse will take care of it, so don’t flirt With 
the girls anymore!” Ever since Oda became closer With 
Tomoki’s group of friends, they started teasing him like 
that, Yuugo gave them a friendly wave and then pusheg 
Tomoki’s back. 0 
“Ohhh, looks like Naruse really likes Oda!” Their in others.” 
classmates laughed after the two boys had lefi the room, for real? Then, why are you going home 
Even though his flirtatious smile hadn’t changed, Oda 
had stopped hanging out with the girls so much 
“Guess we finally have a chance with the girls 
now!” Tashiro said, his eyeglasses gleaming. They had 
found out that Yuugo was the type of guy who paid 
no attention to anyone but the person he liked. Afiera 
while, the girls would give up on him and start paying 
attention to the other boys in the class. If that happened. 
Tashiro and the other boys thought they would definitely 
get a chance with the girls. 


e on. | bet your grandma’s still alive,” 
a teasing voice, clapping Yuugo on the 


( 
39 smiled. “No, I’m serious. It’s true, I’m 


u not like it?” Yuugo raised his eyebrows. 
at’s not what | mean. I was just wondering.” 
ought about it, their houses were in the same 
d Tomoki figured being constantly asked 
} Was annoying, so maybe Yuugo was just 
ne with him so he could give them an excuse 
g home with Tomoki.” What exactly do I 
0 say? 
30 leaned in and whispered, “As long as you 
:a problem with it, who cares?” 
. i held his ears and indignantly cried, “Will 
It was a leisurely fifteen minute walk to Tomoki$ hisper ing in my ears like that?” He turned 
house from school. A lot of students took the bus. © ind showed his irritation to Yuugo, who had 
they didn’t usually see many of their classmates walkin? d look on his face. “You just do this kind of 
around nearby. When they entered the residential dist" tyone!” 
from the main street, cars and other passersby wer® als you ever seen me whisper to anyone else?” 
a rare sight. ‘ ed his eyes and smiled. 
“T understand you less and less each day.” Tomol not...but... 
quietly grumbled. wasn’t sure why he was the only one. 
Yuugo laughed and shrugged his shoulders re you teasing me?” 
“The reason I’m so friendly to everyone is pecaus but you've always liked having your ears 
I don’t want to cause conflict. My grandma gave me 


advice in her will.” re you talking about?!” Tomoki stopped 
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walking and demanded seriously, but Yuugo kept 
smiling and pushed him forward. 

“We're in the middle of the road, silly.” The 
stoplight was about to turn red, so Tomoki started to rup 
to the other side. “So, where should we go today?” 

“You always dodge my questions like that,” Tomoki 
said with a serious face as Yuugo put his arm around his 
shoulders. “Don’t you want to answer anything | ask 
you?” Yuugo was still so mysterious to him. The more he 
got to know him, the less he understood him. He thought 
Yuugo probably liked him, which was why they were 
friends. But even though he was very friendly, Yuugo 


didn’t talk much. Even though they had been friends for | 


a while, Tomoki had never heard about Yuugo’s family 
or private life. 

“Do you just want someone to tease until you 
have to go home or something?” Why am / getting 9 
upset? Among their classmates, Yuugo and 1 ‘omoki 
lived closest to each other. Even if they walked slow): 
their houses were only about five minutes apart. The) 
would walk together until the park, then Yuugo ould 
always say, “See ya!” and they would part. “We live ® 
close, but you always go home right away...” His vor 
sounded so critical, Tomoki clapped his hand ovet 
mouth. He looked down as he felt his face grow he! 
“Forget I said that,” he said, waving his hands. He didnt 
want to sound selfish and like he wanted to spend mo® 
time with Yuugo. 

“Tomoki, do you wanna come over?” Yuugo asked 
quietly, placing a hand on his shoulder. “Don’t ye 
hopes up. I don’t have a lot of stuff yet, so it’s 2 prety 
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ce. If that’s okay with you, why don’t you 
His face grew serious, and his usual smile 


i felt bad about sounding so selfish before, 
relieved by Yuugo’s request. He started to 
;, Maybe Yuugo’s room had just been messy 
embarrassed to have him over. 

alone, so there’s really nothing in there,” 
d, and Tomoki nodded, his eyes wide. 


’re right...there’s really nothing in here,” 
ispered as he looked around Yuugo’s room. 
had entered a pass code at the entrance of 
\ and then they rode a large elevator up to 
Even though Yuugo had told him not to get 
up, Tomoki was imagining a luxurious condo. 
vly built, so the rooms were clean, and it was 
neone to live in alone. But the three rooms 
pletely empty. He had the bare necessities, 
n't feel like someone lived there. There was a 
in the corer of the large living room, and 
ite side were the computer and television 
bought with Tomoki, still lying on the floor. 
‘I guess your girlfriend really doesn’t come 
Tomoki felt strangely relieved. 
wasn’t a table, so Yuugo set the plastic bags 
nvenience store directly on the floor. In the 
room, the sound of him rummaging in 
© get out the drinks they had bought seemed 
d. Their voices also echoed, so they both 


42 Hikaru Yura Dark Walker 43 
much since he was about five years old. His 
“T think it would be more convenient if you had was from a well-known, wealthy family, so 
some furniture here.” doctor would come to make house calls. So he 

“Will you pick some out for me, Tomoki?” left the house for medical treatment. 

“Okay.” studying at home until last year, so I had 

He was living in this nice condo, so it seemed like been inside a school. I’ve seriously never 
a pity that he had no furniture. Yuugo was just using the other kids my age. It’s the first time I’ve 
living room and the kitchen; it almost seemed like he 1, so I can’t help it if people think I’m 
was only living there temporarily. The room was warm y grandma really did give me that advice in her 
from the heater, yet Tomoki felt strangely cold. He sat led it ‘the secret to success in life.’ No one 
down and hugged his knees to his chest. or doubts towards someone who always has 

Seeing this, Yuugo handed him a down comforter. their face, right? If you smile, things will go 
“Well, I’m not that cold.” It was almost as if it wasn't 
Tomoki’s body that was cold, but the atmosphere of the 
empty room. “So you really live alone, huh, Yuugo?” 

“My grandma was the only family I had. She died 
about two years ago.” 

“I’m sorry. It was true what you said about you! 
grandma...” Tomoki apologized. He had thought Yuug® 
was just teasing when he had talked about his grandmas 
will. 


spoke very quietly. 


” Tomoki looked a little depressed after 
Yuugo grew up. 

not a big deal,” Yuugo said, waving his 
anyway, I just don’t understand girls. I only 
about half of what they’re saying.” 

(ou’re notalone. Girls always talk in abbreviations 
, So even the rest of us guys barely understand 


h, I bet half the stuff they say isn’t even in the 
” Yuugo said, laughing. 
though Yuugo was laughing, Tomoki 
Ip thinking about how Yuugo was all alone, 
its or grandmother. He didn’t want to blurt 
ing that sounded like he pitied him. Tomoki 
ne what it must be like to live alone. 
e living alone. I don’t get my inheritance 
M twenty, but the person who handles my 
bther’s estate, my guardian, bought this condo 


“It’s okay, don’t worry about it. My dad died whet 
1 was really little, and then my mom left and has anotlie! 
family somewhere. I think that kind of thing happens ® 
lot nowadays.” 

He went on to explain that he had lived with ju 
his grandmother in the country, and while they had 2 
servants for as long as he could remember who fi% 
meals and such for them, they had rarely talked to Yuug” 
He had taken correspondence courses, and an older mat 
had come to tutor him, as well. He hadn’t been outs! 
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ive. But anyway, I wanna hear more about 
had placed his hand on Tomoki’s shoulder 
him, so Tomoki tried to quickly change 


for me, so I don’t have to worry about money. If You're 
okay with an empty room like this, you should come 
over more often. But don’t tell anyone about it, because 
I’m not really very good at talking to other people.” 

“It’s okay if 1 come over? I won’t be bothering 
you?” 

“No, you’re always welcome here.” 

Tomoki put his hands on his flushed cheeks and 
tried not to smile. He was happy that Yuugo shared bis 
secrets with him. As he gazed out the dark window, even 
the bare floor started to feel warm. “My older brother 
died in an accident at the beach when he was nine. | 
was only one, so even if | look at pictures of him. | can't 
remember him,” he said quietly as he and Yuugo si 
close together. 

His family had gone on a trip to the beach, and, 
it,was getting dark, his parents had started to gather up 
their things and had just taken their eyes off his brothe! 
for a second when he was swept away by the oceal 
currents. They never found his body. Tomoki’s pares 
told him the only thing they found of his brother was om 
of his sandals that had washed up on the beach 

Of course, Tomoki himself didn’t remember a thine: 
When he was young, he thought his “older brother’ 
room was interesting and he often went in there to pla 
But as he passed the age his brother had been whe" he 
died, it was weird seeing pictures of his older brothet 
looking younger than Tomoki and seeing the elemental? 
school textbooks still in his desk drawers. 7 

“TI don’t remember anything, so it’s not like ig 
sad. Sometimes, I wonder what it would be like #f 


ant to hear about the dreams you've had 
30 said. 

do you mean?” 

you say you had a bunch of sex dreams?” 

” Tomoki stammered, surprised at the 

of topic. 

all this time, but you still can’t remember, 
drastic times call for drastic measures,” 

ittered, as if he was talking to himself. 

limes you say the weirdest stuff. Did we 

time ago or something?” 

© put his arm around Tomoki’s shoulders 
m closer. “Think very carefully about why 

drawn to me.” 

"'s head swam as he grew strangely 

how Yuugo’s shirt was unbuttoned at the 


exposed. 
be you'll have ‘sweet dreams’ tonight,” 


st don’t get Yuugo...” Tomoki said to himself 
lown on his bed. He had been shocked at how 
had held him, but even more so at what 
Text. “J only have one bed.” He had said it 
ly. 

had thought Yuugo was going to kiss him 
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yner of the voice say that line many times 
half-conscious state, he recognized that he 
g. But in the dream, Tomoki’s eyes were 
fou afraid I'll look like a monster?” the 


or something. He thought that, as a friend, he should look 
him in the eyes and refuse, but he knew he w ouldn’t by 
able to speak if he looked into those eyes. His heart had 
pounded, and Tomoki had felt his face getting hot He 
started to doubt even himself. If Yuugo really pursued be 
him, what would he do? What should he do? His ming felt himself shake his head. “No, that’s not 
raced. But then Yuugo had said, “You should probably jis eyes still closed. He knew he had probably 
go home now,” and stood up, smiling. Then he had the man was scary. “I’m so tired.” He felt 
walked Tomoki back out to the entrance of the building ‘of the other man’s body holding him, and 

What was that about?! How does he feel about me? from the comfort of it. 
Tomoki shouted silently. If Yuugo had asked “Do you in kissed him, and as Tomoki answered the 
wanna sleep together?” Tomoki was pretty sure he'd I f his tongue, he wrapped his arms around 
have mustered up the strength to run away. Yuugo was strong body. He melted against the man’s warm 
probably just teasing him again. That had to be it. Butif under his kisses. He felt rough kisses along 
it wasn’t, Tomoki was in trouble... ‘of his neck, and his closed eyelids trembled as 

As he lay in bed, Tomoki put his hand over his d with pain. “That hurts, XXX!” Tomoki 
chest and could feel his heart racing. How do J fee! aboul nan’s name and tried to resist a little. But his 
Yuugo? As he worried about that, his eyel W hot from the man’s skillful fingers. He started 
and he dozed off, falling into a deep, deep inder the man’s warm body. 
so deep that when he woke up in the morning when you wake up, look at the marks I 
remember anything about how he fell deep into dreams in the mirror. And then say my name out 

He fell down slowly, like a feather. Someone had 
caught his arm to steady his body. Even though his ey 
were still closed, he felt relieved and smiled at the strome 
feeling on his arm. The sweet scent of flowers drifted !" 
the air. 

“Why don’t you remember me?” Someom™ re dawn, Tomoki opened his eyes and jumped 
whispered into his ear in the dream. “Why don’t Y 
open your eyes, Tomoki? Don’t you want to recogniz® 
me?” He only realized it was “him” after hearing hs 
own name. It was a familiar voice. He felt like he 


grew heavy 


kay...” Tomoki answered, panting. He clung 
Sweaty body. 


l€ gulped as he looked down at his disheveled 
went to the bathroom quietly, so that he 
e his parents. Turning on the light, Tomoki 
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Joved another man. It was that the things 


timidly unbuttoned his pajama top. There were brigh 
in his dreams seemed to be happening in 


ted hickeys on his neck. Not only that, but there Were 
faint bite marks and more hickeys here and there around 
his nipples. He was dumbfounded. “Yuugo...” he saig 
unconsciously. He was astonished at the name he haj 
just whispered. 


afraid that he had started to believe 
unrealistic. Tomoki spent the whole day 
ous wreck. In order to avoid talking to 
the classroom on breaks, and sat hunched 
class. They hadn’t even made eye contact 
hool was over, but Yuugo made no effort 
to him. So when Yuugo left the classroom 
i flopped down on his desk and sighed 


Tomoki was restless all morning. He couldn't 
help but think about Yuugo, who sat in his seat near the 
doorway. Maybe he had just been thinking of him since 
they had such a private conversation at his place, and 
that’s why he had said his name? When Tomoki thought 
of the events that took place between the previous night 
and that morning, he felt like he had definitely had@ 
dream. Then he remembered—a dream about having se\ 
with his friend...Yuugo. /’m such an idiot! He wanted 
to scream out loud, but it was a dream so it wasn’t like 
he could control it. It was a dream, but ... Why do | have 
those bite marks and those hickeys?! There was no Wa) 
he could have given them to himself! 

“Listen...when you wake, look at the marks ! make 
on you in the mirror. And then say my name out loud” 
“he” had said in Tomoki’s dream. The man who alwa)8 
had sex with him in his dreams. So why had he 5% 
Yuugo’s name? He wanted to think it was because the! 
spent so much time together. It made him want no! L 
talk to Yuugo that day. 

Is the guy from my dreams really Yuugo? Do! lon 
him and want to have sex with him? No, just calm dowt 

Tomoki’s head was spinning. The problem i Tomoki couldn’t bear it any longer, grabbed 


n Tomoki opened his eyes in the classroom, 
l getting dark outside. From the window 
ee that the setting sun was changing the sky 
[to purple, making the familiar classroom seem 
dI fall asleep?” he murmured as he stared at the 
There didn’t seem to be anyone left in the 
Tomoki felt uneasy at being left all alone, 
tremble. Even though it was May, it was 
and he started to wish he had brought a jacket 
hat day. He didn’t think his classmates were so 
0 leave him sleeping there alone ... 
began to feel uneasy as the purple sky took 
like the witching hour was approaching. 
of the desks and chairs began to become 
Even when he strained his eyes, he couldn't 
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his bag and stood up. 


: “Are you going home by yourself?” Tomokj 
jumped at the sudden sound of a voice coming from 
behind him. When he turned around, his heart pounded 
as he saw someone sitting in a desk wearing black 


clothes, alone in the darkness. 

“Yuugo?” It took him a while to realize who it was 
Tomoki knew even his fingers were trembling as he held 
his bag. He wished there was some kind of light on 
What had he been doing in this dark room, not saying 
a word? : 

“It’s dark outside, now. It’s dangerous, so |’! walk 
you home,” Yuugo said, Tomoki couldn’t see his face in 
the dark. 

“Yuugo, why are you still here?” Tomoki finally 
got up the courage to ask when they neared the shoe 
lockers. The lights there were still on. 

“Watching,” Yuugo said nonchalantly as he 
changed his shoes. ; 

“Watching what?” Tomoki asked curiously. led 0? 
by a false sense of security at the normalcy of Yuugo’s 
voice. “I wish you would have woken me up before it 
got dark. By the way, have you decided on a club yet’ 
If not, you should soon. You like sports, right?” Tomoki 
kept chattering on, almost like he was afraid of silen®® 

They went out the school gates. Even thou? 
the road was lit by streetlights, Tomoki felt like it we 
unusually dark that night. He was glad he didn’t have © 
walk home by himself. 

“So what were you watching?” 

“Everything getting dark around you.” 
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For a second, Tomoki had forgotten what 
n asked him, and suddenly got goosebumps. 
he air around them had grown cold, and 
crossed his arms. “What does that mean? 
Ik weird, so I misunderstand you a lot. You 
me, so what were you watching?” He 
teasing, but he couldn’t hide his trembling 


I was watching everything getting dark 
” Yuugo repeated slowly. The hair on the 
noki’s neck stood up. 

0, explain it so I can understand,” Tomoki 
ing to sound cheerful. He found himself 
slowly. 

i, did you look in the mirror this morning 
vere supposed to?” As Yuugo said this, he 
ut his hand and unfastened the clasp on 
. “He” touched a hickey with his finger. 
name, didn’t you?” 

did you...?!” 

nbered everything, didn’t you?” 

looked down and nodded, which made 
gently. “I see. I’m glad you remembered. I 
that once you met me in Reality, you'd fall 
fast in your dreams.” 

“asleep in my dreams? Tomoki replayed 
V over and over again in his mind. Of 
id be sleeping when he was dreaming, but 
wasn’t what Yuugo had meant. 
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“Making lo— Hey, wait a second!” Tomoki Said ag 
he heard the truth he had feared. 

“Twas only able to stay human because | met you 
in your dreams.” Yuugo looked down at him as they 
walked along the dark road on their way home. Tomokj 
couldn’t believe Yuugo was a bad guy when he saw the 
kindness in his eyes. 

“L...don’t understand what you mean by that," 
Tomoki said hesitantly. “I’m sorry, but I don’t remembe 
my dreams.” It was half-truth, half-lie. He didn’t know 
if the strange things he had experienced lately were 
because of Yuugo or not. 

Tomoki’s house was on the edge of the residential 
district across from the park which was already |it by 
the blue-white glow of the streetlights. He and Yuugo 
slowly walked side by side. Tomoki could see the lights 
on inside his house. His mother was probably making 
dinner and waiting for him. He found himself’ unable 
to believe that he was walking together with Yuugo ol 
that dark road, But what exactly couldn’t he believe? He 
didn’t know, himself. That Yuugo was a normal humatl 
being? Or that he was the same person that Tomoki mad? 
love to in his dreams? 

He didn’t understand the meaning of what Yuuge 
had said about being able to “stay human,” [f he wast! 
human, then what was he? Tomoki’s mind raced. The! 
neared his house, and suddenly Yuugo silently turned the 
corner of the dark alley. 3 

“Hey, wait a second!” Tomoki cried towards 
Yuugo. “Why are you going home so quickly? | don't 
understand anything that’s just happened!” 


54 Hikaru Yura Dark Walker 58 
Me iat a se oe “= quietly, ther behind him, and his face was all smiles, 
tle eno toe at bei ime Tomoki hag |. Tomoki felt re Ved His mother also 

“Because...I just can’t econ things th Be re conc lop ae vial 
they...are...” he trailed off. He didn’t ay va ae on ie amar 
iy : what he er, Tomoki? 
couldn’t accept or why he had stopped Yuugo, either, ‘you. Maybe next time,” Yuugo politely 
“Do you really want to believe me?” Yuugo turned i’s mother’s invitation, 
around slowly and stared at Tomoki. There was no smile 9, are you sure we can’t talk inside?” The 
on his face. Tomoki’s chest tightened, as it was the first Been to walk along the sidewalk by the 
yt he’d ever seen such a cold expression on Yuugo’s right was the dimly lit park and to their 
face, wah i i d ‘the mortar bricks of rows of houses. “You 
ure this was Yuugo’s true face, when he 
wasn’t putting on a fake smile to please people. His eyes u 
were ae ican HN 4 Tomoki looked up at the sound of self- 
's about to say, “I have no n Yuugo’s voice. 

use for you anymore,” and Tomoki suddenly found it e’re the same, but why are our environments 
oe to breathe, Until then, he had thought that Yuugo rent? Is it Beneiise you’ve been so slow to 

tl shi? batts special. y?” he murmured, sighing. “It’s not fair.” Yuugo 
} nly able to stay human because | met you hair back and stared at Tomoki. 

in your dreams.” 

There was no way that the smile Yuugo had give 
when he had said that so tenderly was false. Tomoki 
suddenly felt like he was about to cry. He clenched his 
fists and looked up. “I'll listen to whatever you have © 
say.” He felt that if they parted like this, he would nevet 
see Yuugo’s smile again. “So just explain it in a W4 
that’s easy for me to understand!” 


oO: 
nly, Yuugo put his right hand on the bricks 
Tomoki. The streetlights from the park did 
them. Light and darkness were clearly 
oki tried to retreat back into the light, but 
Ouldn’t let his hand go. He couldn’t see Yuugo 
| the shadows; the only thing still illuminated 
e-white light was half of Yuugo’s face. He was 
usual. 

not fair. You and | are the same... We make 


Tomoki put down his bag in the foyer and explained time, but when you wake you act like it was 


to his mother that he’d be home late. He saw Yuug? 
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| “Yuugo!” Tomoki raised his voice, and \ 

briefly let go of his hand. He stretched it out in fro 

him. It cast a dark shadow on Tomoki’s face. 
“Listen. You and I are the same.” Yuugo slowly 


brought his hand next to Tomoki. When Tomoki looked 


at it, a shiver went down his spine. Even though there 
was supposed to have been a brick wall next to him, 
Yuugo’s hand had penetrated it with no resistance 


Why?! The color drained from Tomoki’s face as if 


he had just seen a ghost. He desperately tried to push 
Yuugo away, but just ended up tripping backwards 
“What?” The sensation of the brick wall that he had been 
pressing his back up against was now gone. Tomoki’s 
figure was swallowed up by the darkness, as if he had 
fallen off a cliff. 

“Abhhhhh!!”” 

Tomoki felt an overwhelming sensation of vertigo, 
as if he were actually falling off a cliff. He screamed a8 
he clutched fearfully at Yuugo. J'm gonna die! He sa 
the ground approaching, then squeezed his eyes shut 
Before long, they would crash into the hard earth and his 
bones would be crushed. J’m gonna die, and its going 
be all Yuugo s fault! At that moment, a black flame bul! 
forth. Giant wings spread from Yuugo’s back. 

Each one had to be at least three meters wid® 
when he spread them. The jet black wings that sprout 
through his school uniform made a loud rustling 00!* 
They vigorously flapped two, then three times. The 
bodies, which had been falling, now lightly floated # 
mid-air. The force of the wings had brought them uprig! 
again, and they both touched the ground with their feet 


‘Uugg 
ont of 
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with Tomoki still holding onto Yuugo. 
long time for Tomoki to realize that he was 
on the ground. He blinked repeatedly and 
is face, timidly looking at Yuugo. Tomoki 
o had transformed into some kind of ghost 
| or something. “That was the first time you 
ito the darkness, right? Were you scared?” 
with a calm expression on his face. 
nodded. 

into the realm of humans’ dreams with our 
. Once you get used to it, as long as there is 
ou can travel through it to reach the Depths of 
's rare for humans to have this power,” Yuugo 
but Tomoki had a hard time understanding 


Yuugo...you have wings coming from your 
looked up at the wings that were folded 
go’s school uniform with a shocked look on 
. were wings the color of darkness, like a 
p close, the feathers had a beautiful rainbow 
. Several of them had fallen to the ground, 
of them was about fifteen centimeters long. 
d to panic. “Where are we?” 
oked around wildly. As he strained his eyes 
ness, Tomoki saw a desolate landscape with 
S pushing up here and there. It was ominous, 
hing was lurking in every shadow, and he 
himself down. Yuugo explained again 
Tomoki shook his head, his eyes still wide. 
into a dream? So, in other words...this is 
Ppening? It’s reality?” 


58 Hikaru Yura 
“Do you believe it?” 
“T’m.,.not sure.” 

Maybe he had suddenly lost consciousness by the 
park or something. Tomoki pinched his cheeks hard, 
Tears welled up in his eyes from the definite sensation 
of pain he felt. 

“This is a lower strata than the dreams humap 
have,” an archaic-sounding voice said by his ear. He 
heard the sound of wings flapping. Tomoki felt a weight 
on his shoulder, and saw that a crow was perched on 
him, “And if you go even lower, you will find the place 
where Yuugo saved Lord Tomoki.” 

“Is that a crow?” Tomoki pointed timidly to the 
bird on his shoulder and asked a smiling Yuugo. 

“This place is close to the Underworld, so the 
demons here are strong. If Yuugo hadn’t found you, you 
would have been eaten alive!” Tomoki suddenly jumped 
up at the soft sensation he felt coiling around his feet 
“How rude! Don’t you remember me?” Tomoki blinked 
at the green eyes that looked up at him from the ground. 

“This...is a cat, right?” He had a look of disbelief 
on his face, and pointed to the cat with golden fur the! 
was standing by Yuugo’s feet. Its long tail was divid 
in two. a 

“Yuugo, has Lord Tomoki forgotten all about ¥S- 
The crow flew over to rest on Yuugo’s shoulder 
whispered in his ear, hiding his beak behind a wing Bu 
he spoke loudly, so Tomoki could hear everything 

“T helped save Tomoki, too. My name is ja 
Don’t you remember?” 

“I don’t remember...but that’s a nice name.” 
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My first master gave it to me. He said the 
‘eyes was the color of a gem called ‘jade,”” 
proclaimed. “Human Dark Walkers 
es, but I’m a girl. My first two masters 
‘age, so everyone started to call me mean 
onster.’ I got lost once in this world, so I 
able to go back to the human world,” Jade 
a bored-sounding voice. She seemed more 
grooming her golden fur than talking. By 
s, she seemed like a normal long-haired 


d I!” The crow hurriedly flew back to 
shoulder. Both his movements and speech 
believably fast for a crow. “I am Kurou Myo 
asa, I am a crow yaksha, a Buddhist 
‘used to be a very important tengu, but since 
me and stole my beautiful black wings, 
s and became a lowly crow. Not only 
im Yuugo’s slave! One day, though, I'll get 
ind my powers back!” The crow yelled into 
irs, which made him squeeze his eyes shut 
hands over them. 
lut up, you loud crow,” Yuugo smacked Kurou’s 
behind, and the crow tumbled onto the 


ag 

| better watch it! I am a yaksha!” The bird 

himself beside Jade and pointed one 

ugo, complaining the entire time. “The power 

tiful wings is mine! They are mine! I am just 
chance...” 
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waving his hand. 
“He’s such a stupid crow, isn’t he?” Jade said inan 
exasperated tone, and smiled with her proud cat face. 
It was true that if he talked this loud Kurou'y 
“chance” would probably never come. 
“But Kurou, you’re so stupid that Yuugo didn’ 
even think it was necessary to kill you. If he was able 
to steal your wings, that must mean he was just a 
strong as you —so maybe you have a problem with 
intelligence...” 
“Why, you rude littke—!” 
“You don’t look strong, so that’s why Yuug 
decided to fight you. If you let your powers be absorbed 
you might become a demon, so even Yuugo tries to avoid 
fighting. I’d be so upset if he got turned into a demon 
He’s so handsome...” 
Listening to Jade and Kurou’s exchange, ‘Tomokl 
was unsure of what he could and could not laugh at 4 
A cat and a crow were already talking, so he didi" 
even care anymore. And even Yuugo, who stood next ® 


him, had two giant wings coming from his back 
“But | am glad you have finally awakened. Yul 
hid you somewhere safe every day, This violent man 
only treats Lord Tomoki with affection.” 
“That's right! Because of Tomoki, we've bee? d 
to approach Yuugo. Until he found you, he was evel 
scarier than demons!” 


igo 


able 


;, apt” Jade 
“I thought Yuugo was a demon or a monster 


and Kurou both giggled. 


this 
It seemed that not only were there demons 1" 


world, but monsters, too. 
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“Well, Tomoki? Do you believe me now?” 
“Yeah... This is all a dream, right?” Tomoki grabbed. 

Yuugo’s arm with an uneasy expression, as if he was 

searching for answers. 

“If only it was as simple as a dream,” Yuugo said, 
and picked Tomoki up in his arms. He spread his wings 
out and kicked off from the ground. With just a few flaps 
of his wings, they were high in the air. Jade and Kuro 
had grown small, and he saw them looking up towards 
them. Tomoki stared in amazement at the scenery below 
as he clutched onto Yuugo and they flew through the 


tried to walk towards them, but for some 
never get near the house or the couple he 


will be peaceful until these people die. 

some kind of cherished memory they have 

It's something very close to a supernatural 

ut these people are probably living normally 
” 


<i began to feel even more confused by this 


is the place people go when they sleep. And 


air. Sometimes there were large mountains and riv place where dreams are created. “We can 
sometimes deep forests, and sometimes moonlit oceans. the lower strata. It’s the place closest to 
The scenery kept changing in a huge panorama - ld, called the ‘Depths of Dreams.’” They 

Each time the scenery changed, it was like the bleak landscape of the Depths of Dreams. 


they broke through a thin membrane that separated 
each dream’s landscape. “These are the dreams o 
holy people. There’s no safer place than here. Isn't 
beautiful?” Yuugo asked, and it seemed like he hd 
wanted to show Tomoki this beautiful place that he had 
found. Apparently dreams that normal humans had we® lat contained people’s dreams. Each had 
more abstract and dangerous. mt form, and several different-sized dreams 
“Is this the landscape of dreams you have a ind, 
night?” ‘would burst and then disappear. Some were 
“Not always.” Yuugo touched down ona gree? vil it had just been born. There were an infinite 
In the middle of this beautiful scenery that almost looke them, and sometimes they looked like they 
like a watercolor painting, there was a small house “" and overflowing. 
a red roof. There was a peaceful looking young ma 
and woman sitting on the lawn in front of it. “Ther? ® 
things that don’t change, even if you’re not sleeping: 
This is someone’s imagined existence.” 


ki looked up at the sky, it felt like they were 
dark dome. Thick clouds gathered in the 
here and there light would shine through. 
tainbow-colored membrane would appear, 
an aurora in the sky. Above that were many 


sure...it was a dream.” Tomoki muttered 
the roof of the school building the next 
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Tl always be able to protect you.” 

lo you mean, ‘accept the truth?’ I’ve had 

until now. I can’t fight, and I don’t have 

you. I never wanna go to that creepy place 
i 


day. He and Yuugo had left during fourth period stugy 
hall and come up there. “Because I woke up in my ow, 
bed this morning.” Tomoki had indeed woken up in hig 
own room, in his own bed, that morning. 

“T sent you there. You remember us going to the 
Depths of Dreams, right?” 

“T dunno...” Tomoki didn’t want to admit it, and 
held his head. “I can’t remember!” He wanted to believe 
it was just a dream. 

Yuugo gave up and shrugged. “You're a lot more 
stubborn than you look.” He propped an elbow up on ” He just wanted to believe he had a weird 
the fence and gazed out at the mountains in the distance ight before that Yuugo had wings and there 
Clouds floated in the blue sky like white cotton ig cat and crow! 

Underneath the dazzling sun, Tomoki couldn’t help but let’s fall again from a dark place in the 
think what happened in his dreams wasn’t real. “Do you 
think I’m a liar?” ’m afraid to fall!” 

“That’s not it,” Tomoki said with a troubled look igo grabbed his arm, and Tomoki clung to the 
on his face. face pale. “Tomoki.” He let go of Tomoki’s 

Tomoki’s life had been completely ordinary ? n held him close. His chestnut-colored hair 
until this point. There had been nothing extraordina® and turned a golden color in the sunlight. 
about it. He felt that was the best kind of life. “A® we've made love so many times, when 
you telling me to believe that I’m someone like yo the school entrance ceremony, after that 
Yuugo? That I can be completely conscious even whet wake up in the Depths of Dreams. I guess 
I'm dreaming and think clearly and move freely? “' you didn’t remember me at all in Reality.” 
fight demons and stuff? It just sounds like the her® off me bright red at the soft sensation of 
science fiction movie or something.” brushing against his cheek. “You want so 

“I’m not interested in heroes,” Yuugo sighed admit the truth, huh?” 

“I’ve been on the brink of death many times. | foug shaving sex...I’m a guy, you know,” Tomoki 
to survive. When we sleep, no matter what our inte! N tears in his eyes. It wasn’t as if he didn’t 
we fall to the Depths of Dreams. You should hur" f But he had never even held hands with 
accept the truth and remember how to fight. There > al life. He didn’t think he was very feminine, 


are the names of the cat and the crow?” 

le and Kurou?” Oh, crap! Yuugo had asked him 
ly that Tomoki had answered automatically. 
you remember! They’re not attached 
to me, but to you!” 
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kisses, the bell rang. Tomoki’s eyes 
Y and he looked around wildly. He saw 
ky over Yuugo’s shoulder. He heard the noisy 
tudents below them just as the bell for lunch 
hh!” Just as he came back to reality, Tomoki 
30 aside and sprang up. “What the hell was I 


and definitely didn’t think Yuugo could think he was 
attractive. “Don’t you have a girlfriend?” 

“What are you talking about, all of a suddeg» 
Yuugo gaped. He felt dizzy. He had spent all this ting 
trying to explain the circumstances to Tomoki, and be 
still didn’t understand. “Will you get with it, already) ; 
You're my girlfriend!” tushed to get down the stairs before the other 

“What?!” Tomoki yelled out, his eyes wide "i hag se i ND He 

“You”, A ” ! 

baie ar a upside the head for letting himself get carried 
0, we can’t do this kind of thing at school!” 
ioned as they walked down the stairs. 
T guess you're right. We won’t be interrupted 


“Well, you just said it so suddenly and...” 

Yuugo sighed at the flustered Tomoki. “I don't 
think it was that sudden at all, but okay...” He had tried 
his best since the entrance ceremony to get Tomoki io 
reinember him. “Well, I guess that part of you is prelly 
cute,” Yuugo said shyly, scratching his head. 

“Yuugo...” Tomoki whispered, still in disbelief. 

Yuugo took his hands off the fence and held 
Tomoki in his arms. He looked at him and then push 
Tomoki down onto the floor of the roof. “Tomokt, 
Yuugo whispered into his ear. 

Tomoki felt weak against the tenderness af 
Yuugo’s voice and the sensual way he was staring 
him. They leaned against the fence, Yuugo holding hie 
He lightly kissed Tomoki several times, searchingly 
licked Tomoki’s lips with the tip of his tongue. and ® 
Tomoki parted his lips to sigh, Yuugo thrust his 
tongue inside. “Mmm...” Tomoki sighed deeply: 
pulse quickened, and his eyes became moist. Until 
he had only felt those kisses in his dreams. be 
down on the hard concrete, and he stroked Yuugo > 
absentmindedly. “Yuugo...” 


lat’s not what I mean! We can’t do it anywhere 
see!” He pointed. 

I can do anything I want in the Depths of 
Yuugo asked, and Tomoki was at a loss for 
: still couldn’t admit what had happened in 
“As long as it’s not here in reality, it’s okay, 
asked, raising the corners of his lips 


if I'll go there when I fall asleep tonight, 
ered during class that afternoon, propping 
his hands. He had made Yuugo promise 
't have sex in Reality, but he couldn’t take 
for what happened in dreams. It wasn’t 
avoid going to sleep, and even though he 
et from Yuugo, he was fully conscious and 
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remembered everything from his dreams. 
That's why I trust myself even less... 


what a samurai I met before called us. 
wers that allowed him to come to this world 

too.” Yuugo folded up his wings and sat 
Tomoki. “He was an old warrior from 
d years ago. He said it was the first 
met one of his kind who had awoken 
samurai had saved Yuugo just as he was 
eaten and carried him to a safe place. He 


“Where am I?” Tomoki looked around and blinked, 
He was still in his pajamas. A sweet fragrance drifted 
on the air in the white flower garden. The sky and the 
distant landscape was a pearl grey. There was no wind 
and the air seemed stagnant. Flower petals fell from the en on his shoulder down to the bone, but 
sky like snow. his flesh had regenerated. In the Depths of 


I “A safe place I found. It’s someone else’s dream, Sie heated much faster than they did in the 
so it could disappear at any moment,” Yuugo said. His d 


black wings stood out against the white landscape. 
Tomoki was sitting on the soft flowers. He looked up a 
Yuugo, who was wearing a jean jacket, jeans, and high 
top sneakers. His wings were a strange contrast to his 
normal-looking attire, and he seemed out of place in this 
unrealistic landscape. 

“Those are pretty wings,” Tomoki said innocently 
The glossy black wings looked good on Yuugo. a 
made him look very heroic. “Can I touch them?” He 
pointed to them, and Yuugo smiled and nodded. He 
brought his wings a little closer, and Tomoki happily 
rubbed his cheek on them. They smelled like they bi 
been out in the sun all day. He buried his face 1" thett 
smoothness, and stroked them happily. 

“Do you remember coming here, now’: 
asked, smiling. Tomoki hugged his knees and shook hie 
head. “I’ve been here a long time. As long as We dot 
fall in battle, we ‘Dark Walkers’ can live in this W°™ 

“Dark Walkers?” 


‘body won't get weak if you don’t eat in this 
Il never age and can continue living. The 


Oks like an ocean, doesn’t it? And there’re 
creatures that live really long in the ocean 
even been discovered yet. It’s unbelievably 


at’s right.” 

id Wounds will heal here, and your body doesn’t 
Heaven!” 

don’t get eaten by demons.” Yuugo 

nodded at Tomoki’s cheerful outlook. But 

> Yuug® of demons also lived in this nourishing 

, did that samurai teach you how to fight 

e demons?” 

. That’s why my weapon of choice has 

a katana.” The samurai was very skilled 
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igh them, like an illusion. If you talked to them, 
in’t reply, and if demons gathered around and 
worst that would happen to them would be 
yoke up in Reality feeling sick. 
s much rarer to meet a “Dark Walker” who 
sir flesh and blood intact. 
“so strange,” Tomoki whispered, hugging 
to his chest. “You survived because of the 
T survived because you saved me?” 
T'm glad I found you,” Yuugo answered in 
ice. “After my relatives died, I didn’t have 
the real world. I was here all by myself and 
no reason to be human anymore. I didn’t 
I would turn into a demon ... But now that I 
can still be human.” 


at swordsmanship and had defeated many demons, 
had no ties to the world of reality, and wandered aroyng 
this world like a pilgrim. Yuugo had been five years olg 
when he had been saved by the samurai, and had become 
completely attached to the first “human” he had met, He 
had somehow become strong enough to defeat demons 
himself. 

“It's a harsh existence. Monsters outnumber Dark 
Walkers,” the samurai had said after seeing Yuugo’s 
body bruised and beaten by battle. Everything Yuugo 
had learned about fighting, he had learned from that 
skilled warrior. The samurai had taught him how to draw 
his sword, and had even named it for him. 

“Sleeping Tremor! Jade Thunder!” The name of 
the sword was frightening to demons. 

Since then, like an incantation, Yuugo would speak 
its name and make his sword appear. When Yuuge 
became a competent fighter, the samurai wandered off 
on another journey without him. Yuugo didn’t knov 
if he was living somewhere in this world, or if he W® 
dead. It seemed like this world had many strata that 
continued until Above Ground. 

Even if a person with potential powers existed, 
there were very few among them who could enter 7 
world of dreams with their bodies and conscious" 
intact. It was about the same probability of finding # 
jewel in the bottom of the ocean. 

Sometimes they would see the faint silh 
of someone walking around. If they had come this if 
down, they probably had some powers, but they ha! a 
tangible body. If you touched one, your hand w ould 


that I have you, I can still be “Yuugo Oda. 
ced Tomoki and kissed his head. He looked 
Ki with tears in his eyes. 

one who found him. Tomoki was finally 
ious and with Yuugo. He § finally mine... 


St a year earlier, in the Depths of Dreams that 
ly went to, Tomoki had sat absentmindedly 
, dreaming. Apparently he had fallen, still 
S$ pajamas. He wasn’t sure if that was the 
vf He wasn’t fully conscious, and there were all 
we creatures around him. Tomoki stared at 
s almost as if they were butterflies dancing 
flower bed. The swarm of demons started 


quell? 
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hunger from the excitement of battle 
the memory of the boy’s body being raped 
. 1 fought to protect him...and I won. He 


licking him with their grotesquely long tongues 
! They hadn’t caught any game for ay 
time, and decided that they’d violate Tomo! 
before eating it. Tomoki’s white flesh was sli 
with their saliva. He couldn’t focus, and did not a 
as the repulsive demons licked his erect desire. his wal 
nipples, his lips. He let out a small moan. Yuugo Was 
stopped dead in his tracks by this immoral, obsceil 
sight. Many hands spread both of Tomoki’s le apart, 
and the demons howled out in ecstasy. One giant demon 
with the head of a beast pushed his grotesque penis 
against Tomoki. 

i) He’ here in the flesh! Yuugo came back to himself 
as if he had just been punched in the face. If a sleeping 
human’s consciousness hadn’t substantiated there 
there was no way that many demons would have been 
gathered around him. He’ a Dark Walker. like me. Bul 
how?! He felt amazed and angry at the same time eee ene mone a pathy Di yauEG 

The demons were literally tearing the boy’s body ap pb Was like he had) piven sm $0) catnial 
apart with their excited desires. They began to eat his ke he was consuming the spoils of war. As he 
flesh, stripping him down to the bone. There was 0! is tongue deep into Tomoki’s mouth, Yuugo 
feason for them to let their trophy live. Yuugo took whtim harder. He didn’t even realize it when 
his sword that had materialized in one hand, spread his t consciousness. He released his pleasure 
wings and flew into the demon’s feast, again inside Tomoki’s warm body, which lay 

He slew them all, then stood panting on the 


e ig like a doll beneath him. 
mountain of their corpses. His body was drenched in hen Tomoki finally regained consciousness, he 
blood, which drew a sharp desire in him to kill mor d up at Yuugo with red eyes. “It hurts,” he had 
In the middle of this terrible scene, Tomoki stared 4? arse voice. “It hurts!” Tears gathered in the 
at him. His naked white body sat in the middle of tH his eyes and then quickly traveled down his 
bloodbath, but his eyes were still peaceful and dreamy 


IZO was entranced by the beauty of it. Every 
He had almost been the demons’ sacrificial lamb. YuU8? Oki’s long eyelashes blinked, a large teardrop 


ery long 
Ki’s flesh 
‘stretched out his arms and held the boy’s 
htly against his chest. The boy stared up 
ith wet, brown eyes. His skin was smooth 
felt so much desire it almost made him 
hen Yuugo pushed his hard rod into him, 
a silent scream. He cried and shook his 
but Yuugo couldn’t be any gentler. 

70 held the boy’s shoulders down tightly and 
desire in Tomoki. His hips pumped hard. 
stinct, Yuugo thrust deep inside him with 
e. His throbbing need pressed hard against 
. He was overcome by a dizzying sense 
and a beast-like scream came from his 
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would fall. It was the first time Yuugo had ever seen 
someone his own age cry. 
Before long, Tomoki had buried his face in his 
chest like a child who had been bullied. 
“I’m sorry. I won’t hurt you again, so stop crying 
I’m sorry, it’s all my fault,” Yuugo apologized, not 
knowing what to do. “I'll be nice to you. | won't be 
mean again.” 
“You won’t hurt me?” Tomoki asked, sniffing. The 
tip of his cute nose had turned bright red. 
he Pi I won’t,” Yuugo promised, stroking his hair 
‘omoki seemed relieved and closed his eyes. His eyelids i 
had trembled when Yuugo kissed his lips gently and ie body shee yeaa Me elite 
held him. After Tomoki had disappeared from his arms, ci; Bie iid He ‘ah Beles cea Ni 
Yuugo figured he had either woken up or fallen into® An dreaming nen men 
normal sleep. Next time, I'll ask him his name. Yuugo Beret omoiLeos oper PER Ea) 


smiled. He felt surprised at how natural the smile felt on fuugo whispered into his ear. His voice was 
his lips. He was content. as was his heartbeat and the way he breathed. 


It was the first time he had touched someon felt his eyes getting moist, as he remembered 
else’s skin, and he was so moved by it that his body from his aes FU HB, : 
still trembled. He had thought normal humans woulda ts a dream, it’s okay, right?” Yuugo kissed 
understand a Dark Walker like himself. He had given U? fomoki felt the core of his body starting to 
on ever living with or loving someone. tm. He didn’t want to admit it, but his body was 


After his grandmother died, Yuugo hadn’t been g to Yugo. 


Reality for over a year; he felt like Tomoki was the only lS a dream, Tomoki whispered as an excuse 
person left in his whole world. last of his reason had disappeared. 


“Tomoki.”” He called out the name the boy had told h. -Yuugo...” He moaned as Yuugo playfully bit 


him. He had come to see Yuugo every day, with the same 
earnest look in his eyes. When he made love to Tom ‘ 
the wild excitement from battle was calmed. Sometim® 
Tomoki accepted him in his arms like a lover searchin 


r body. The feeling of his gasping body in his 
precious. Yuugo had protected him now for 
le year... 


’t want to?” Yuugo asked, sighing. Tomoki 
his lap, still wearing his pajamas. When 
to kiss him, Tomoki had unconsciously 


you promised you wouldn’t have sex with 
i said, turning red. He was definitely fully 


ds the end of May, Tomoki had started going 
eS condo often. Today was Friday, and starting 
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tomorrow they had two days off from school, ag 
parting with Yuugo at the park, he hurried home a 
changed. Tomoki brought his overnight bag and started 
to leave the house. His mother had given him some 
snacks, which made him happy. 

Since the first time Yuugo had eaten dinner at their 
house, Tomoki’s mother had become a huge fan of his 
smile, When she heard he lived alone, she gave Yuugo 
some leftovers in a plastic container. 3 r 

Tomoki entered the pass code Yuugo had given him 
at the entrance of the building, then stepped inside. He 
had the spare key in his pocket. “I’m here!” 

“Hey,” Yuugo called as Tomoki came inside. He 
was wearing jeans and a T-shirt and was in the middle 
of assembling some furniture in the living room. He had 
even bought some power tools for the job. Tomoki put 
the plastic container in the fridge and started to wash 
some rice. They had bought a rice cooker the other day. 
Tomoki had asked his mother how to wash and prepare 
tice so he could show Yuugo. It almost felt like they 
were at camp. It was fun to populate the empty roo™ 
with various things. 

“Yuugo, the sofa’s here, so let’s carry it over there.” 
A young delivery man had brought the sofa, and the) 
carried it into the living room. It was upholstered in soft, 
grey fabric, and was long enough to lie down on. Seve™ 
more deliveries came, and they began discussing whe 
each appliance or piece of furniture should go. There 
was a rug and a dining table for two. They set UP th 
entertainment center in the corner and hooked up the 
and stereo. 
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gone shopping for the simple furniture 
Yuugo didn’t have any preferences so 
ended up picking out most of them. They 
est room near the foyer the bedroom 
d the bed in there, and then concentrated on 
¢ living room. They had chosen high quality 
hadn’t been cheap, but Tomoki hadn’t 
if of the budget Yuugo had given him. It had 
the ideal apartment. A potted plant next to 
uld complete the look, but instead they went 
or lamp. As Tomoki checked his notebook, he 
what deliveries would be coming that day. 
finishes assembling the computer desk, that 
‘the last one. 

doks good, doesn’t it?” 

0 you like it?” 

” Yuugo was impressed as he looked around 
room. Even though it was mostly decorated 
he room seemed warm. In the dining area there 
ble and computer desk. A grey rug was spread 
h @ living room and the sofa was against the 
he TV was on the entertainment center across 


ce is a lot better than convenience store food.” 
n though Tomoki’s mother usually did the 

he had fun tidying up the brand new kitchen. 
H he made some coffee, and set two cups on 
in front of the sofa. As they both sat on the sofa 
coffee, they watched TV. 
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“You can really relax when y. 
Tomoki said. *’ 


“Yeah, our living room at home w 
I never had one.” 
“What was your house like, Yuugo? 
Japanese food all the time?” F 
\ Yeah. The servants never fixed Western food, 
esert it was always fruit or sweet bean jelly The fal 


ti . i 
ime I. went to a convenience store, | tried all kinds of 


stuff.” 

wl Many food commercials came on in between 
i Libis and as they watched them they talked about the 

various things they liked. “Oh, those are so good!” 


es bwi | like those, too...Is this what normal life is 
? ee asked as he stretched out on the couch. 
ep. Hey, what kind of person was your grandma? 


a eae about your powers or about the Depths of 
reams?” Tomoki asked curiously. 

; Yuugo brushed his hair from his face. “It’s not that 

interesting.” 

Sua I want to know more about you,” Tomoki said 
iM “Grandma called the Depths of Dreams ‘Hell.’ She 

pitied those who could go there with their bodies intact 

My dad was a Dark Walker, too.” 

“Your dad was, too?” 

Yuugo spoke Softly as they listened to the laughte! 
on the television. “One day his body disappeared from 
eas If you get hurt in the dream world, your re 

ody is hurt, too. I heard that sometimes he came back 
bleeding and had to be taken to the hospital. If you g& 


aVe a sofa, huh» 
aS JUSt tatami gy 


Did you eq 
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hs of Dreams, your dead body doesn’t 
;, just like my dad’s.” 
mom know about this?” 
it it was just a regular missing person 
a very realistic woman.” Yuugo sighed 
d his head against the back of the couch. 
first fallen into the Depths of Dreams, 
id that his body would disappear and 
; mother. “Mom, save me!” But his mother 
him in horror and screamed. She pried his 
like she was trying to shake off something 
go could never forget the look of fear on 
face. 
d had fallen into the underworld, still trying 
her hands. He wanted to think her fear was 
that she had been afraid he might drag her 
“Mom, I'm scared! Mooomm!!" He had kept 
tas he cried. Her back was pressed up against 
hands over her ears. She kept shaking her 
and forth as if she were crazy. Ever since then, 
look at Yuugo with frightened eyes when he 
Even if he was bleeding, she would act like 
notice. When he’d reach out his arms to her, 
and smack his hands away. 
0 didn’t tell his mother anything about it. 
ied of falling into the Depths of Dreams. He 
dislike his mother, who rarely even talked to 
f0 after that, my mom remarried and brought me 
d’s mother’s house. I’m sure she didn’t want to 
th a kid who disappeared and reappeared all the 
ut my grandmother accepted me. She knew her 
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own child, my dad, had also ‘fallen’ before.” 

So that’s why his grandma was so nice to him, 

Before Yuugo’s grandmother died, she hag 
apologized to him for not sending him to school ang 
limiting his contact with the outside world. She had told 
him she did it so others wouldn’t learn about his special 
abilities. She told him with tears in her eyes, “From now 
on, you'll meet lots of people. Just keep a smile on your 
face. Humans won't dislike or doubt those that always 
smile.” [ 

After she died, Yuugo felt there was no worth 
to Reality anymore. He didn’t have anyone he loved 
Even though he had property and an inheritance, he 
didn’t know anything about the outside world and had 
no interest in them. Until he met Tomoki, Yuugo really 
thought he would give up on Reality for good. He never 
thought he would be as happy as he was now 

“So I guess I’ve had a bit of bad luck.” 

“Not just a bit!” Tomoki said sorrowfully, with his 
fists clenched. “I can’t believe how cruel your mothe! 
is! It’s not like it was your fault! It’s not your fault yo! 
fell into the dream world!” He wiped the tears from his 
face. 

“My mom is like a stranger to me now, so it’s 
a big deal.” 

Tomoki held Yuugo’s strong body to his chest 
“Your mom should have held you like this when you 
were little...” If one of Yuugo's parents had bee? abl 
to understand him, he wouldn’t have been so s¢#! 
Tomoki wished he could have been there for him. 

“Tomoki.” Yuugo smiled and sofily touched 


He rubbed his warm cheek against 
one. With their warm bodies against each 
him remember painful memories of the 


had had a happy childhood, so that’s why 
ch love and could be so kind. His smiles 
unlike Yuugo’s. Before they realized it, it 
0 late that the credits rolled on the TV show 
watching and the channel was signing off 
White noise filled the room. 

oki,” Yuugo said quietly after a while. He 
off with the remote control and looked at 
had his face buried in Yuugo’s chest. 

n?” Tomoki’s face went bright red as Yuugo 
n closer. Tomoki had been holding him to 
N a little while ago, but at some point, Yuugo 
the one holding him. Tomoki had gotten so 
e and relaxed with Yuugo stroking his back 
that he had dozed off. “I’m sorry, I...” He 
ip at the clock and saw it had been almost two 


S$ okay. You're cute when you're asleep,” 
aid, smiling. A cheerful expression replaced the 
ed one he had worn a while ago. “If you’re gonna 


.” he answered cheerfully, and then 
d something important. There was only one 


*S a double bed, so it should be okay, right?” 
sensing Tomoki’s worry. 
fe you sure it’s okay?” 
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“It’s big, don’t worry about it.” 
exaggeratedly, 
Tomoki said silently, “It’s 1 rie 
PB Bearer ly, “Its you I’m worried about, 
‘ He took a shower and then changed into his 
pajamas. Yuugo watched him as he dried his hair in front 
of the bathroom mirror with a blow-dryer. “Yuugo?” 
Tomoki motioned him closer. “This is how you use this 
He leaned over and ran his fingers through Yuugo’s half. 
dried hair, blowing the warm air from the blow-dryer 
on it. 

“T can tell from watching you!” Yuugo chuckled. 
‘Tm not that stupid!” They both smiled at the same 
time. 

“Things are gonna get rough from now on,” Yuugo 
said as they lie in bed, looking up at the ceiling. The light 
from the lamp tinted the room a light orange 

“I know,” Tomoki nodded as he held onto the edge 
of the bed. “You saved me when I was in a dangerous 
place, right?” 

“Yeah.” Yuugo’s low voice echoed in the quiet 
room, 

___ “Hey,” Tomoki turned towards Yuugo and said 
timidly. “I don’t remember it, but thanks.” 

“Huh?” Yuugo brought his face closer, as if h® 
hadn’t heard Tomoki. 

“I'm probably still alive because of you. | just 
wanted to thank you,” Tomoki explained, smilin : 
not one hundred percent convinced yet, but it looks 
I go there every day whether I know it or not.” # 

“Yeah. It would be best if you’d awaken S00” 


Yuugo nodded 
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fomoki close to him, but Tomoki tried to 
promised we wouldn't have sex in real 


ghed exasperatedly. 
drive me crazy...” 
had accepted everything else, what was the 
they did it in Reality or in dreams? When 
ibly held Tomoki and pressed his lips upon 
would look down. When Yuugo tried to 
upwards, Tomoki would bury his face in the 


on’t remember being lovers with you for a 
ar, yet,” his muffled voice said. 

body remembers,” Yuugo leaned over and 
d into his ear. Tomoki started to tremble. He felt 
Start to grow hot and sweaty. 

said no! If you’re gonna force me, I’m going 
omoki yelled as Yuugo tried to unbutton his 


en just let me kiss you.” 
Tf you do, I’ll go home!” Tomoki clutched the 
like a cat clawing desperately at a wall. 
I won’t do anything.” 
M sorry. 
n’t apologize!” Yuugo said in an irritated voice 
“You just won’t be honest with yourself!” 
his head and left for the bathroom. 
oki’s grip on the sheets relaxed, and he sighed. 
'thad sex with another man in Reality yet. That 
t reason to resist. But he could feel his body 
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Tesponding to Yuugo’s touch. If he didn’t have stro 
willpower, he would let Yuugo have his way Since th 
line between dreams and reality was vague, he didn 
want Yuugo to think he could atever he 
isco uld do whatever he wanted 

Tomoki wasn’t sure how he felt inside. He didn't 
know if he loved Yuugo because they had sex in their 
dreams, or if they had sex because he loved him, He 
couldn’t remember that important thing. 


Now that Tomoki was able to dream consciously, 
he realized something important. After he fell into the 
Depths of Dreams after their last conversation, Yuugo 
was still angry. 

! “Yuugo!” he yelled, running from here to there, 
trying to escape the vulgar demons. 

“Aren’t you gonna save him?” Jade asked as she 


pawed at Yuugo’s back. He was dressed in his usual 
comfortable jean jacket and jeans, lying on top of @ 
mountain. 


“It’s not my fault if he won't face the truth. He 
won't die because of those weaklings, anyway.” 

“You're the one who can’t face the truth!” Jade 
pushed a paw against Yuugo’s cheek, He was being S° 
childish. 

“Yuugo, you bastard!” Tomoki was running around 
desperately, and a slimy. sticky thing came at him 
from the darkness. The dirty brown monster stuck © 
Tomoki’s arm and spread out its body, like an octopys 
spreading out its tentacles. “Ahhh! I’m gonna be eatel! 
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at the disgusting feeling on his skin. It felt 
- Just as he grabbed it, a green flame burst 
causing the sticky monster to burst into 
ickly shook his hand, and the cold flame 
ound along with the slime. 

He looked at his hand and saw a golden- 
When he squeezed his hand and then 
t, it glowed brighter and then disappeared. 
; began to walk again, the other monsters 

htened and backed away. 
like he remembered ‘Flame Fist.’” 
rd Tomoki is so strong!” Jade and Kurou were 


low if only he can make his weapon appear, 
complete,” Yuugo whispered as he gazed at 
In this world, the power of one’s spirit 
rything. If you focused, the human body could 
ong. Taking on a fighting stance, pumping 
and yelling, “Get away!” could be very 
against monsters, even if you didn’t know 
were doing. Even silently willing something 
!” or “Burst into flames!” could be a very 
offensive and defensive tactic. 
the only sure thing was to have a reliable 
ike Yuugo’s. If you trained with it diligently, 
would become sharp and strong. And it was 
the sword a name. If its master called for it 
it would materialize in his hands instantly. 
you want me to save you?” Yuugo said in a 
Voice to Tomoki, who had been running from 
monsters like a chicken with its head cut off. 
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“You're such a bully!” Tomoki said, panting 

} “It’s just a dream, so it’s Okay, right?” Yu a 
his own words against him, Tomoki groaned and a 
grew pale, He realized he had just been afraid that ithe 
died in his dreams, he’d die in real life. 
iN Yuugo crossed his arms behind his head and smiled, 
“This is pretty funny.” He looked satisfied Before, like 
the “Sleeping Beauty” Tomoki had mentioned, he had 
closed his eyes and rejected him time and time again, 
Yuugo had thought he was just a quiet pretty boy 3 but 
now that he saw him angry, Yuugo decided that this side 
of Tomoki was much more lively and interesting. It 

made him seem even more attractive than before. 


“Yuugo!” He jumped up, hearing Tomoki’s screams 
“Help me!” Tomoki was running towards him, his face 
pale. A demon that resembled a dragon was crawling 
from the darkness. It was creeping along like a snake. It 
was unbelievably large, probably taller than a two-story 
building. It gazed at Tomoki with a pair of glowing, red 
eyes. No monster like this exists in Reality! 

It opened its mouth wide, revealing sharp fangs. nt 
looked hungry. 

“Tomoki, take cover as fast as you can!” Yuug? 
ran and jumped over Tomoki’s head from behind. “Jade 
Thunder!” Just as he called its name, a glittering 
appeared. He sliced the sharp blade into the d 

neck. It didn’t seem to realize what had just happened 
and froze momentarily. Only when it turned its he@ 
did it give a deep, guttural cry. The cut had been so fin® 
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ed dragon hadn’t realized it at first. As he 
dragon’s neck that lay wriggling at his feet, 
ok his sword. The dark liquid on it turned into 
joke and then vanished. 
mu okay, Tomoki?” 
‘m fine.” Yuugo turned around and saw 
ay, waving to him. “Ahh, that scared me! 
something that big was here!” Tomoki 
d started to walk towards him when suddenly 
n the back of Yuugo’s neck stood on end. 
moki!” he screamed as he saw some kind of 
lacle reach behind Tomoki in the darkness. 
 Tomoki’s face contorted with pain and he 
the black thing that coiled around his body. 
spread all over him. The dragon’s tongue 
ide his fist disgustingly, and he immediately 
t, as if he had been electrocuted. “Yuugo!” he 
d, reaching his arms out towards him, Suddenly 
d was far away, and his legs were kicking 
He must have been very high up, because 
got smaller and smaller on the ground, 
n’s reptilian eyes stared at him in the darkness. 
its large mouth wide, revealing rows of sharp 
breath was warm and smelled of something 
i started to feel faint. 
hhh, Lord Tomoki is in trouble!” Kurou 
xcitedly, flapping around Yuugo. 
fuugo, you can’t! That one’s too strong! If you 
you'll turn into a real demon!” 
Sut if he does not save him, Lord Tomoki will be 


(! 
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“But, but, but, Yuugoooo!” 

Not paying any attention to their quarrel, Yuy 
stared at the dragon’s eyes. Deep in the darkness . 
could see other giant figures crawling around. 4 “a 
Sweat spread over his forehead, and he sighed 

“Yuugo!” Jade cried shrilly. She knew they 
couldn’t get to him now. His eyes were filled wit 
desire to kill. Her fur stood up on end. Yuugo kicked off 
the ground, and spread his wings with a loud flapping 
noise. “Yuugo!” Jade clawed the ground to keep herself 
steady against the strong wind, 

With just a few flaps of his wings, Yuugo had 
disappeared into the darkness. ‘ 

“Yuugo went to fight.” 

“I should have stopped him,” Jade said with tears 
in her eyes. 

“What should we do now?” Kurou asked, flapping 
around. 

“Escape so we don’t get in the middle of it!” 

“Got it!” The golden cat and the crow bounded 
away, leaving the battlefield behind them. 


c Hd He sliced at the air as he watched 
to be taken into the dragon’s mouth. 
hoved his blade into one of the dragon’s 


a!” The dragon shook its head and 
outh wide in pain. Its tongue was still 
ind Tomoki, who tried to twist out of its 
he was on the verge of being pierced by 
fagon’s sharp fangs, Yuugo swung his sword 
ie. The dismembered tongue squirmed, 
oki, who had fallen unconscious. Yuugo 
n free from the smelly tongue, but just when 
guard down another dragon attacked him 
Yuugo barely dodged it, and could hear 
ng sound of the dragon’s fangs. 
of pairs of eyes stared at Yuugo from the 
it!” he screamed. He held the unconscious 
i arm, so he couldn’t move quickly or use 
a. He returned to the ground again and softly 
’s body down in the shadow of a mountain. 
Mes Thave to fight them... 
ro oked at Tomoki, whose eyes were closed, 

| hard. Even though he was fast, it would 
ble to fly away carrying him. There were 
gons high in the sky with tongues as fierce 
He didn’t know what would happen to him if 
tsuch large demons, but he knew he couldn’t let 
be eaten. 
ned back to look at Tomoki once more and 
ed his eyes. He gripped his katana in both 
d leaned forward. His enemies had tongues 


“Sleeping Tremor...” Yuugo kicked off the ground 
and flapped his wings. “Come to me, Jade Thunder! 
He called the weapon back to his hands. Two black lin® 
appeared on his face with a flash. Since he had absot 
the powers of a certain demon he had defeated. they 
always appeared before battle. They almost looked like 
tiger stripes, or war paint. Leather gloves appeared on 
hands, and dull silver arm and leg guards materialiZ 
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like whips and long necks. They had fangs and sh; 
reptilian claws on their feet that glittered black. When 
he got the chance, Yugo kicked off the ground and figy 
into the group of red eyes. 

The blade of his katana blocked their sharp claws 
with a clang, and he dodged them with a yell. He slew 
all the dragons blocking his way and was drenched in the 
blood that gushed from their bodies. The katana that had 
protected him since he was five was sharp and gleamed 
even before these formidable enemies. 

If he let his guard down for even a moment, a sharp, 
steel-like claw would come slicing towards him. Yuugo 
cut the dragons in two with his sword. His adrenaline 
pumped, and he got so excited he almost forgot what his 
objective was. When he focused his energy like this, his 
muscles became as strong as a beast’s. He forgot human 
emotions like fear or cowardice. His body trembled with 
pleasure from his slaughter, and for a while he was lost 
in it. His katana had become his own fangs, his 0 
claws that he was free to manipulate. 

“Yuugo...,” Tomoki said in a trembling voit 
after he had regained consciousness. All he could 
was watch, dumbfounded, as the heroic scene unfold 
around him. 

Yuugo slew every dragon that faced him, one aft 
another. His jet black wings and his body were soakedilt 
blood; he almost looked like a demon from Hell. Af 
he had defeated all of his enemies, Yuugo stood !0 
center of the ruins. He had been wounded in battle. 
blood ran down his leg. 

“Yuugo...” 
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rushed over to him, his face pale. 

Yuugo whispered. He shook the blood 
which disappeared into the air after its 
een finished. Yuugo still panted. Tomoki 
‘smile to comfort him, but his face looked so 


2” Tomoki reached out both hands 
Yuugo fell to his knees. His whole body 
ngely convulse. 

hhh!” A beast-like roar came from the back 
His left arm flailed, clawing at the air, and 
it with his other arm, trying to hold it down. 
tan down his face from fear and intense pain. 

is teeth against the unbearable pain. 

The color drained from Tomoki’s 
large, black claw had just sprouted from 
ft elbow, tearing through his skin. Then, the 
id of demon claws ripped out of his fingers. His 
started to transform into a demon’s. It seemed 
© had absorbed the powers and characteristics 
s he had just defeated. 

ki... Tomoki, save me!” he cried. The one 
Most scared at that moment wasn’t Tomoki, 
“Tomoki...” His flesh burned, and he felt 
the pain in his left arm. It exceeded fear. Even 
‘Was writhing against the pain, it was as if he 
controlled by an evil demon. It felt like his 
fighting and killing and feeding were going 
le back of his mind, Yuugo thought he was 


ant be human anymore...l’m a demon 
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now... When I wake up, the human known as 
will be gone... 

All he'd be able to do is remain in th 
ugly demon, 

“No! No!” The sight of Tomoki was his only relief 
and it started to sway, “No! Don’t 20, Tomoki!” He 
didn’t know why he was crying so desperately 

“Yuugo, snap out of it! Yuugo!” Tomoki called his 
name and held onto Yuugo’s trembling body. “I’m right 
here, Yugo. I’m holding you!” 

“Tomoki, Tomok 

“It’s okay, Yuugo. I’m holding you. Don’t worry,” 

Yuugo sobbed and held onto Tomoki frantically, 
His claws dug into Tomoki’s back. 

“I'm right here,” Tomoki held Yuugo’s body 
against his, Tomoki called Yuugo’s name many times, 
trying to soothe him, but he still cried out in pain. His 
bloody body continued to change, He had slaughtered 90 
many demons with his sword, 

Tomoki had just seen him fight for the first time 
and remembered how scared it had made him. He 
almost thought that the Yuugo he knew had been af 
impersonator. But now, as he turned into a demom 
Yuugo seemed so scared, 

“I remember, now,” Tomoki said tearfully as he 
pushed his cheek against Yuugo’s, who was still howling 
in pain. “I remember everything about you, now. He 
smiled gently and kissed Yuugo’s lips, seal 

Tomoki remembered everything from his f® 
encounter with Yuugo. Yuugo had defeated a demo 
who had tried to eat Tomoki, and he had been drench 


Yinugo Odg 


‘at World, an 
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in blood just like he was now. I remember. They had 
made love so many times, sometimes maddeningly 
roughly, sometimes sweetly and gently. a 

“This time, I’m going to save you.” Tomoki took 
Yuugo’s arms and held Yuugo's precious body close 
against him. 


had understood Yuugo’s heart clearly. 
had been able to accept him. He was sure 
him so gently afterwards to try to calm 
ldn’t cry. He had held Yuugo and stroked 


J might turn into a demon,” Yuugo 
nd up to gently touch Tomoki’s cheek. 

won't.” Tomoki smiled, his pretty amber 
and put his own hand on Yuugo’s. It was 
had had claws coming from it. Yuugo had 
oki would be scared and would pull away 
brace. He hadn’t realized he had clung 
back so hard that his claws had dug into 
Weren’t bleeding anymore, but the cuts that 
through Tomoki’s ripped pajamas looked 


“Yuugo, does it still hurt?” Tomoki looked up 
worriedly. He sat on the floor while Yuugo sat on his 
bed. He had bandaged up his arm until it turned back 
into a “human” arm. “Are you okay? Have you calmed 
down?” 

“Yeah,” Yuugo answered, looking down. Tomoki 
sat next to him on the bed, Yuugo stared down at the 
hand that had just had claws growing from it and sighed. 
He pushed back his hair. The feeling of his fingers Wa 
back, and Yuugo sighed again with a painful look on his 
face. “Are you scared that my body changed” 

“No.” Tomoki rubbed his red eyes and shook his 
head. Sitting on the bed, he took Yuugo’s hand betwee 
his. He remembered what had happened before. Yuu? 
had screamed in pain and cried, and Tomoki had held 
him, 


it hurt you more, Tomoki. I might lose 
‘eat you,” Yuugo whispered painfilly. 
"t hurt anymore. And if it looks like you'll 
demon, I'll heal you—so don’t worry.” He 
lugo, trying to cheer him up. Actually, Tomoki 
@ whether or not he even had those powers, 
ted to do anything to soothe Yuugo. “You're 
, it would be a shame if you weren’t human 


Why wasn’t Tomoki scared after such a terrible thing 


had happened? When Yuugo had held onto him. it was 8 
if he was clinging onto him, searching for warmth He a 
clinging to anything that was human. He was desperate? 
clinging to his desire to be loved by someone: 
That's how much both Yuugo’s body and 
been wounded. Even though Tomoki hadn’t bee? 


” Yuugo smiled, but then covered his face 
ids. Tomoki’s kindness had helped lift the 
ling he had in the pit of his stomach. His body 
had 2. Warm in a way he had never known until he 


better just being with him. He felt like it 
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was because of Tomoki that he was still human. He Was 
the only one who could save Yuugo from his wildness, 
Still covering his face, he gulped. “I...want you to Stay 
with me. I love you,” Yuugo said in a choked voice, 

Tomoki blushed slightly at Yuugo’s confession, “| 
know.” His throat felt tight, and that was all he could 
say. He had wanted to hear those words so much. Yugo 
hadn’t even said them in his dreams when they made 
love. He wanted Tomoki so much and had treasured 
him so much, but he hadn’t said those words until now, 
“T would have felt a lot better if you’d have said that 
earlier.” When he thought of when they first met, he 
suddenly understood. Maybe at first, it had been pity. 
He wanted to make love to Yuugo because he felt his 
uncertainty and fear. No matter what bad things had 
happened in his life, he had always unconsciously 
searched for him in the depths of his dreams. He wanted 
to accept all of him. Because he loved him. 

He finally understood how he felt. “I love you 
too, Yuugo,” he said honestly, his voice hoarse. “You'® 
so stupid, though,” he whispered bitterly, and. after he 
closed his eyes, tears dripped onto his lap. “If you he 
just told me from the beginning, I would have been yours 
even then...” Tomoki looked up and smiled, his eyes 
of tears. He was so happy his chest was trembling. but 
his face was hot and he couldn’t stop crying. 

“Tomoki.” At just the sound of Yuugo call 
name, Tomoki’s body went weak. Yuugo tilted his 
up and kissed Tomoki’s hot face. He looked at him wi 
love in his eyes. Their tongues intertwined until th 
grew numb. Yuugo held Tomoki gently in his ar™S- 


ing his 
chit 


Dark Walker o7, 


face to Tomoki when he smiled at him 


.” Tomoki’s voice was muffled by kisses. 
i traced his lips, making him moan. His 
‘slid inside his mouth. He licked around 
ng the hair stand up on the back of Tomoki’s 


y lay down on the bed, still kissing, and he 
m the feeling of Yuugo’s body on top of him. 
igo’s smooth tongue teased him. They 
y times in the Depths of Dreams, but his 
ounding so fast he felt like it would explode. 
lobe playfully, and Tomoki’s face grew 
assment. 

unbuttoned Tomoki’s pajamas, and traced 
iS along Tomoki’s bare skin. Yuugo found his 
and teased them with his fingertips. 


all the way up to Tomoki’s neck, making 
ible. They stripped off all their clothes, and 
face down on the bed, Yuugo holding him. 
of his body was painful, but the sensation 
th skin was so pleasant Tomoki felt like he 
It. Even though he wanted to turn off the lights, 
much he squirmed he couldn’t resist the 
tmoved beneath him. Yuugo knew Tomoki was 
I urposefully stroked his inner thigh slowly. 

d Tomoki’s soft brown hair and the nape 
K, and Tomoki’s pale skin flushed a light pink. 
arched for his erogenous zones as his fingers 
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traveled downward until he touched Tomoki’s hardness 
Tomoki's moans became more frequent, more Sensual, 
His eyes became wet. He felt Yuugo’s hard Member 
pushing against his back, and then raised his hips 
naturally. 

“Ahhhh!” Yuugo teased him with his tongue ang 
fingers and, just as he had in Tomoki’s dreams, coaxedg 
moan of pleasure from his lips. 

“Tomoki,” Yuugo sighed into his ear, holding him 
from behind. Tomoki trembled from the way Yuugo’s 
long fingers stroked him, and his desire swelled even 
more. He felt Yuugo’s breath upon his neck, and his hand 
head pushing between Tomoki’s legs. 

“Aahhh!” Tomoki cried out in a painful voice 
Yuugo’s overwhelming manhood pierced through his 
soft flesh. Yuugo buried his hardness to its base, deep 
within Tomoki, and Tomoki clutched the sheets as lt 
arched his back. He felt dizzy, and when Yuugo withdrew 
and then plunged himself back in again, Tomoki let 
another yell. 

“Yuugo...” he whispered. He felt like Yuug? 
was squeezing every drop of pleasure from hi. 
Yuugo flipped his sensitive body over and placed both 
Tomoki’s legs over his shoulders. He leaned on 4 
kissed Tomoki, who eagerly kissed back. Both ™ , 
bodies were hot, and det tak and rough breathil ayes cle they bal beoomie lovers) rues 


. in agaif, 1 extremely kind to Tomoki in his dreams and 
see: “ue ee eS ee ee idl of? po Much so that it had almost become a problem 


stormy sea. “Yuugo...” He clung to Yuugo’s strone 
as if that would keep him from being carried aw4)- 


ight, Tomoki sat on Yuugo’s bed, watching 
turn off the lights. He was going to try to 
Depths of Dreams while fully conscious. 
was just a little darkness, they could move 
pe of darkness, in dreams. That’s why they 
d “Dark Walkers.” 
ki was wearing a white cotton shirt, jeans and 
ember what you're wearing right now,” 
d, pointing to his clothes. He sat on the edge 
bare feet, also wearing a cotton shirt and 
)pen your eyes and remember how your clothes 
du.” He lifted Tomoki up and placed him in his 
Toom was dark. Once his eyes had adjusted to 
Tomoki looked at Yuugo with an uneasy 
face. 
§ okay. I’m right here,” Yuugo said, and gave 
Kiss. “Once the floor and bed disappear, just 
ike you're diving in the ocean.” 

Ocean?” 
imagine it. You were scared before when 
§ nothing beneath your feet, right? So let’s fall 
€ explained kindly, 
en I had that sense of vertigo last time, it was 
ion? Tomoki thought as he nodded against 


Fe you ready? Here we go.” 
ty.” Tomoki gulped and held onto Yuugo. Even 
were together, his heart pounded violently. 


100 Hikaru Yura Dark Walker 101 
Yuugo had told him to imagine the ocean, but all Tomoki 
could do was stare at the digital clock on the other sige 
of the room that read “9:13.” 

Suddenly the numbers seemed to be floating jp 
mid-air. Tomoki looked up in surprise, and, at that 
moment, realized they were falling through the floor 
Yuugo’s condo was on the ninth floor, and even though 
there should have been someone else’s room below 
them, there was nothing below Tomoki’s feet 

They had moved from Reality to dreams. 

“You don’t have to hold me so tightly. You won't 
fall,” Yuugo said, and Tomoki loosened his grip. He felt 
relieved at the gentle smile on Yuugo’s face. They were 
falling into the dark space slowly, and it almost fel 
as if they were swimming through a warm liquid. His 
body felt lighter than it did in reality. When he thought 
about sinking further, he’d sink further, and he felt like 
he could float in midair if he wanted to. His body didat 
feel hot or cold. When he breathed in, the air felt mish 
like just before a typhoon. 

“You're always in your pajamas, huh?” 
they both reached the ground, Yuugo laughed as 
Tomoki down. 

“Ah, you're right!” ‘ 

“You’re not wearing any shoes, either. 
pointing to Tomoki’s bare feet. He, on the other 
was wearing his normal sneakers. 

“I wonder why I took them off?” 

“It’s because you think this is a dream. S° Be 
up in your pajamas and bare feet. If you just imag) 
you can wear the clothes and shoes you just had of 


if you’re not careful, you can end up going 
naked!” 

uldn’t be good if you were barefoot?” 
back to my room, so it’s okay.” 

n we came here before, I was in my 
, and then I was in my pajamas,” 
red, confused. And when he had woken 
ning, he was in his own bed with his 
d his school uniform was hanging up in 
usual. That’s why he had thought it had 


ht you back to your room and changed 
Ma 

i can come into my room? Have you come 
le I was asleep?” Tomoki was shocked. 

I did was drop you off so you wouldn’t get 


Once I saw a silhouette in my room that had 
that you? I thought something strange had 
Me im not that persistent!” Yuugo said 
‘Why would I have to go into your room, 
always have sex in our dreams. I only 
dU back because there were so many demons 
house back then, so it was dangerous.” 
ly? But I thought demons can’t come into 


* he said 


ES what I thought, too. But even I don’t know 
}about this world. If one of them was really in 


, I believe you.” He felt bad when he saw 
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the serious look on Yuugo’s face. “I’m sorry.” He held n’ remember any of my other clothes as well,” 
onto Yuugo’s arm and apologized again. d indignantly as Yuugo laughed at him. Since 

“Okay. First, imagine your clothes.” Tomoj familiar schoo! uniform every day, it was the 
touched his pajamas, He felt the buttons and the softness to imagine. 
of the fabric. But he had been wearing a white cotton ty. Much better than pajamas.” 

T-shirt before they had fallen. It was fairly new, so he on wearing regular shoes, too.” 
couldn’t remember its design clearly. thes aren’t important. Concentrate on armor 

“You really love that jean jacket, don’t you?" yourself. Leather is good to start with. 
Tomoki couldn’t picture his clothes clearly, so he opened e and focus on the feel of the material, the 
his eyes and stared at Yuugo’s clothes. With his jet-black 
wings, they made him look tough. He unbuttoned 
Yuugo’s shirt and stroked his chest as he looked on and 
smiled. The feeling of the soft fabric and his soft skim 
was exactly the same as in real life. 

Even though he had been barefoot before. he had 
on his favorite basketball shoes. When Tomoki leaned 
over, he saw that even the shoelaces were untied. and the 
soles of his shoes were rubber. 4 

“Just think of some clothes you remember W ell.” 

“Wow!” When he pulled on Yuugo’s jeans. fe 
was impressed that he was even wearing underwe 
“There’s even a tag on them!” The brand-name a2 ? 
still on Yuugo’s favorite pair of boxers. a 

“Don’t worry about the tag. The only reaso” a 
there is because I remembered it well,” Yuugo 8 
laughing as he saw the worried look on Tomoki$ 
face. 

“Does this look weird?” Tomoki turned 40 
and Yuugo gave him the “okay” sign. 4 

“So you settled on your school uniform after 
huh?” 


it’s like magic?” 

fou can make anything appear here as long 
jicture it and believe you can.” 

er armor...” Tomoki whispered and closed 
concentration. He tried to imagine the smell 
F and the feel of it, and then felt the tangible 
| of leather in his hands. He felt the weight 
‘Brasped it with both hands before it could 


i think you can protect yourself with that?” 


1” In Tomoki’s hands was his familiar leather 
The leather bag definitely wouldn’t provide 
Se against demons. “I guess I always conjure 
iT remember the best.” He opened the bag and 
nside. Even his pencils, textbooks, notebooks 
let were inside. “Oh, shit!” he exclaimed. 
ed at him curiously. 
ot to do my math homework!” Tomoki said 
as he looked through his notebook, and Yuugo 
the floor. 


und 
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“Tomoki, your school bag is all w Tong. § 
getting distracted by your homework and start thinkin, 
about the enemy!” Yuugo said, pointing at him . 


“Oooh, Lord Tomoki is safe!” Kurou came flying 
from the other side of the darkness. 


“I’m so glad Yuugo wasn’t turned into a demon!” 


Jade said happily. 

“I was so worried about Lord Tomoki I could not 
sleep last night!” 

“You don’t even have to sleep!” 

“I love the human Yuugo!” Jade jumped on Yuugo’s 
shoulder, purred and licked his cheek. 

“Hush, you,” Yuugo crossed his arms and said in@ 
tired voice. 

Tomoki didn’t have a lot of concentration to begit 
with, but he definitely wouldn’t be able to concentralé 
with a cat and a crow freaking out around him. Yuug? 
spread his wings wide and flapped them furiously 
while standing. Jade fell off his shoulder from the W! 
pressure and tumbled to the ground, and Kurou W® 
thrown backwards in the air. 7 

“Yuugo, that wasn’t nice! You could have ie 
asked them to be quiet!” Tomoki held Jade in his arms; 
who was meowing loudly, and Kurou was perch 
his shoulder. 

“Yeah, I’ll be quiet!” 

“Me, too!” They both swore quietly and smiled # 
Yuugo. He turned away, discouraged. He knew he had lost 
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Yt make a katana like yours.” A flickering, 
glowed in Tomoki’s hands. 

san’t expect things you imagine to materialize 
o explained. It seemed like Tomoki wanted 
his a lot more than armor. 

‘essence of his spirit seems completely 
be his powers are different from Yuugo’s?” 
ng up from the ground, 

’t know. All I can conjure up is this light in 
happened that one time when I was trying to 
om some demons,” Tomoki said dejectedly. 
ed his hands into fists and pushed them 
een lines webbed out, firing a faint, shiny 
ound his body. “What is this?” 

ied to touch it, but her fur stood up like 
Teceived an electric shock. “Ow!” she cried. 
© tried to touch the transparent membrane. 
a snap of energy in his fingertip like static 


a defensive barrier?” 

...Lord Tomoki is good at defense. Is he 

it Master we have heard about?” Kurou got 
ferring to a rumor he heard from some other 


taren’t Barrier Masters really rare among Dark 


Ut they said his spiritual energy was green and 
Oki’s is a beautiful green...” 

‘a Barrier Master someone who has great 
+ powers?” Yuugo asked Kurou, who was 


pointing at Tomoki. 
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“That's not at all. They can make ‘places’ in the 
human world and send demons to them!” 

Tomoki looked annoyed at how excited Kuroy 
was. “Even if that’s true, I'd never do that! They'd 
eat all the humans!” He squeezed his hand, and the 
green membrane disappeared as if it had melted into 
the air. 

“T hope it’s true! Then you can let me live in the 
other world!” 

“And I want to watch TV! And try to transform 
into a human!” 

“Pll turn into a high school girl and dress really 
cute!” The two of them seemed to really long to goto 
the human world, 

“A Barrier Master, huh...” Yuugo stroked his chit 
thoughtfully, 


Far away on a rocky mountain top, one man stool 
looking down at them. “Looks like he’s almost aw akened: 
He wore a brown leather jacket. He was at least two 
meters tall and had long arms and legs. His golden bait 
flowed down his back like a mane. He had a beautifully 
chiseled face that was so perfect that it seemed somehow 
artificial. His cruel blue eyes burned with ambition, 4 
his lips formed a cynical smile. He had strong ™* 
that had been forged in the heat of battle. + He 

“But that annoying Dark Walker is with him. Z 
stared at the winged Yuugo with a look of amusem f 
on his face. “Looks strong.” He chuckled ee 
“Wonder how I should tear him apart and kill him? 
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got excited just thinking about it. He stared at Yuugo, 
almost like he was evaluating him. “But that’s the on 
I want.” He shifted his gaze back to Tomoki. “I see the 
resemblance,” he muttered. Cruel laughter came from 
his lips. 


Once the rainy season started, there was rarely a 
sunny day. They had switched to the light, short-sleeved 
school uniforms at the beginning of June. It was very 
humid, but the temperature wasn’t high enough to make 
one sweat. 

Every day, Yuugo would walk to school with 
Tomoki. And every day, Tomoki would rub his sleepy 
eyes. Sometimes he would even doze off on Yuugo’s 
shoulder under the umbrella. Yuugo would support 
the half-asleep Tomoki and hold both their bags and 
umbrellas. 

“Good morning, Oda-kun!” 

“Morning, Oda-kun, want me to take his bag?” 

“No, I’ll wake him up when we get to the shoe 
lockers.” The girls would always greet him quietly 8° 
as not to wake up Tomoki, and Yuugo would smile back 
cheerfully. 

“Look, Oda’s carrying Tomoki again!” The b0* 
would laugh as they came through the school gate. 

“Naruse-kun looks so cute when he’s sleeping! 4 

“That’s not a surprise; when he’s awake, he looks 
like a little kid!” 

Yuugo’s female admirers looked on with diffi 
looks on their faces. “I wonder if Oda-kun and Na 


cult 
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it.” 

no, maybe he’s just being a good friend?” 

they don’t look like lovers.” 

<i, wake up.” Yuugo shook him awake when 

hed the shoe lockers. 

.am 1?” Tomoki asked, confused. He 
s Sleepily. 

hool in Reality. It’s about five minutes before 

od.” As Yuugo changed his shoes, he handed a 

s to Tomoki, who was stretching, 

’t want your love letters!” Tomoki said, 

ut reluctantly took them anyway. The lockers 

classrooms had locks on them, so the girls 

love letters in the shoe lockers, which did 


he had seen Yuugo about to throw the letters 
had taken them from him. He knew it took 
write those letters. Even if Yuugo didn’t want 
n, it was too cruel to just throw them away 


't throw them away at school!” 

T’m going out with you!” 

<i was happy that Yuugo was being so 
but if they ever found out Yuugo had thrown 
away, the girls would be heartbroken and 
d. Yuugo wasn’t used to other people, so he 
Pt have a lot of common sense. 

er Tomoki put the stack of letters into his bag, he 
lis own shoe locker, and saw there was one letter 
this...?” The letter was addressed to him, and he 
Tt was the first love letter he had ever gotten! 
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“Want me to throw it away for you?” Yuu: 
smiling, and Tomoki quickly shook his head 

“T’ll take care of it on the way home.” 

During class, he read the letter with his heart 
pounding. It was pretty intense, and closed with, 
“Please go out with me!” He laid his face down on hig 
desk. Lately, he’d often fall asleep during class, and 
sometimes even during gym class. Every night in his 
dreams, Tomoki was training to learn how to protect 
himself. He was so tired from that that he didn’t care 
where he fell asleep. Once he had fallen asleep on the 
gymnasium floor, and the guys from the sports club had 
gathered around him. 

“Is he a first year? He’s got a pretty face.” 

“It says he’s Tomoki Naruse, from class |-A!” One 
of the guys laughed as he read the name tag on Tomoki’s 
gym shirt. 

“He looks pretty comfy.” 

“Butisn’tthat kinda S&M-ish?” The upperclassmea 
burst out laughing. Yuugo, who had been searching 
for Tomoki, happened to overhear and curiously 
peered inside. He was shocked to see that Tomoki had 
fallen asleep with his hands and feet tangled up 1 i 
volleyball net. 

“Sorry, this kid is in my class,” he had said 
protectively, pushing through the crowd. He had pick 
Tomoki up in his arms. As Tomoki rubbed his eye 
their senpai called in disappointed voices, “See Y4 a 
Tomoki Naruse-kun!” 

“Come back and sleep again!” 

Yuugo’s head hurt. When Tomoki was sleepi"® 


20 asked, 
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sensual and defenseless that it captivated 


.Where do you think you are?” Tomoki 
0 behind the school building. “Don’t hold 


from another class had called Tomoki out to 
.and Yuugo had followed them. He had said 
want?” and put an arm around Tomoki’s 
otectively. 

none of your business 


!” Tomoki pushed his 

: boy had clearly wanted to talk about 

but, after Yuugo’s behavior, had promptly 

er boys standing in the hallway stared at them. 
” : 

my god, did you just see that?” The boys 

mazement. 


g their comments, Tomoki had turned pale 
away. “W-What’s the matter with you, you 
everyone will think we're together!” 

had tilted his head. “But it’s the truth, so 


oblem was that it was true! “Because it’s 
for guys to go out with each other. If other 
out, theyll make our lives a living hell until 
mn,” Tomoki had whispered, frustrated. 

't worry, I’ll take care of it,” Yuugo had said, 
and on his shoulder. He had walked over to 
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the group of boys, put his hand on the wall and had a 
short conversation with them. When he was done, g few 
of them had turned bright red and scampered away 

What did he do? Tomoki had seen Yuugo’s 
“winning” smile on his face. 7 

“What did you say to them?” Tomoki yelled from 
behind the school building. “Why are you flirting with 
other guys?” 

“T only flirt with you.” 

“That smile of yours is a crime!” Yuugo leaned 
over and pressed him against the wall, silencing his 
angry lips with a kiss. “Mmph...” His familiar tongue 
slid into his mouth. His face felt hot and he went weak 
in the knees. 

“You're blushing,” Yuugo whispered softly in his 
ear, He held him tightly, and Tomoki’s heart pounded. “I 
asked them if they were in love with you.” 

“What?!” Tomoki’s eyes flew open. 

“They were looking at us so enviously.”” 

“Of course they weren’t!” 

“Then I told them you had gotten a love letter and 
told them the initials on it. Three of them looked reall) 
nervous. I bet they like you.” The love letter Tomoki had 
received only had the sender’s initials written on It 
looked very much like a boy’s handwriting. 

“You're overanalyzing it! You never read the 
letters, so you probably don’t know, but a lot of ue 
have sent you love letters, too. Maybe those guyS reall 
like you! It’s because you hit on anything that w aalks tha! 
this kind of stuff happens!” ai 

“I don’t like being mean to people. /'™ 
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like you.” 
nsitive?! Like you have any room to talk!” 
angrily. 


T guess when I think about it, you are pretty 
?” he smiled sexily, but Tomoki turned his 
“Tomoki...” Yuugo whispered his name into 
ind Tomoki froze, as if under a magic spell. 

a coward, Yuugo.” His wet tongue licked 
ki’s ear. 


layfully bit Tomoki’s earlobe, making him 
put his large hands on Tomoki’s hips and drew 
Tomoki could feel Yuugo’s hardness press 
lim. He felt himself searching for pleasure, and 
‘throb. Yuugo sighed, satisfied, as he propped 
“It took me a whole year to train you 


at something you'd say to your lover?” 

id was remember your erogenous zones and 
N to my advantage.” 

the same thing!” Tomoki yelled again. “If you 
this to me, my body’s gonna be destroyed!” 
Okay, your body heals faster in the Depths of 
A little wound will heal the next day.” 

found?” 

lugo laughed and stuck out his tongue. 

3 hate you!” Tomoki yelled and pushed Yuugo 
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off. He ran away. He couldn’t believe Yuugo just sah 
that to him at school! He was so mad that Yuugo cad 
how to act properly at school, but he was even nad 
pissed off that Yuugo said he had “trained” Tomoki ang 
used him to his “advantage.” 

And even though Yuugo said he was Tomoki’s 
lover, he still smiled that flirty smile at everyone else 
That made Tomoki furious. “Yuugo, you idiot!” he 
yelled as he ran off. 


y As he dozed off into the Depths of Dreams, Tomoki 
imagined the ocean. He became a fish swimming 
through the ocean depths. He fell slowly and pleasantly. 
He wanted to keep swimming, but once he touched the 
ground he knew he didn’t have wings and he couldn't 
fly. His body felt lighter here than it did on earth 

Below him, Yuugo waited for him, smiling, with 
his arms outstretched. Tomoki reached his hands out 
to his lover happily and Yuugo caught him in his arms: 
“Tomoki,” he called his name gently. Suddenly. Tomoki 
regained full consciousness. 

“Next time you pull that at school, we're breaking 
up!” Tomoki yelled, clutching his chest. He remembe 
how mad he had been after school. 

“Changing the subject...” Yuugo said, smiling. and 
put him on the ground. 

“No, don’t change the subject! It’s important!” 

“Of course!” Yuugo was smiling, apparently 
ignoring Tomoki’s anger. “We have to think of a schedule 
so you don’t keep falling asleep whenever and W here! 
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"he said, crossing his arms in thought. 
ily, since Tomoki still considered dreams to be 
ened at night, his body didn’t disappear 

asleep during the day. 

ou enter dreams with your body intact, it’s 

om your body actually getting to sleep. I can 
th just a few minutes, but you need to sleep at 
‘more hours to recover.” 
know when I’m sleeping and when I’m 
to rest, so you need to stop that.”” 
p what?” 
thing you do until the morning. It’s too 
it hurts me,” Tomoki said quietly, his face 


way. We'll think of another solution.” 

go!” Tomoki yelled and clutched his chest, but 

advantage of this and kissed him. He tried 

yy, but Yuugo’s tongue slid deeper into his 

moki felt weak and dizzy from the passionate 

felt Yuugo’s hardness pushing against him. 

iously held onto the base of Yuugo’s wings. 

’s stop practicing for today,” Yuugo said, 

ear. Tomoki’s body trembled. “Your clothes 

dy off, anyway.” Yuugo pointed at him. Tomoki 

tealized that his clothes had disappeared. When 

ed around, he saw Jade and Kurou staring at them 
less. 

A won’t interrupt!” 

€, either!” They both swore in small voices. 

iis is all your fault!” Tomoki yelled at Yuugo, 

@ bright red. He had been holding onto Yuugo 
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before he could imagine his clothes. “Listen - 
on, kissing during practices is forbidden!” 
Yuugo reluctantly nodded. It was true that Until 
Tomoki mastered his powers, this world wel t ‘ 
dangerous, _ 
“I can finally make a barrier.” Tomoki said They 
started to practice on him building up energy in his fist 
“The easiest thing to imagine is a yo-yo. I know itsa 
toy, but I’m pretty good at it,” he said. He slowly brought 
his hand up and then held it up. A beautiful green light 
followed Tomoki’s hand movements. He brought his 
arm high above his head and like he was holding amagie 
jewel, a bright golden-green light glowed from his fist 
When this light moved to his right hand, he made a fist 
and held the light. “Like this.” 
: He pulled it up in front of his face, and then pushed 
it out in front of him. Momentarily his outstretched palm 
emitted a green ball of light. The small flash pierced 
through the darkness, and there was a loud sound 
coming from the other side. 
Tomoki lightly raised his middle finger, and the 
ball returned to his hand with a smacking noise 
“Lord Tomoki! It made a hole in that rock ove 
there!” Kurou had gone to investigate. 
“Wow, Tomoki!”” i 
“That’s awesome! Actually, | wanted to become # 
yo-yo pro when I was little,” Tomoki said excitedly: 
“That was very amazing, but Lord Tomoki ca" also 
curse demons with his Flame Fist.” 
“Are you sure, Kurou?” 
“[ happened to overhear the demons talking a 


from now 
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rently Kurou loved to eavesdrop. 

*re a Barrier Master, they said you can also 
people with a curse.” 

obably better for you to learn that instead 
with a weapon like me,” Yuugo said, and 


ah, I think you're right.” 


sr that, Tomoki’s skills improved, surprising 
. His abilities grew every day. The barriers 
d could keep most demons away. He 
h the flexible barrier, and could even make 
Ie. It was a defensive power even Yuugo didn’t 


he could only curse weak demons, but 
oki could probably learn how to curse 
ies like a normal Barrier Master. When 
ned, he’d be quite a threat to the demon 
ion, He could make barriers Above Ground, and 
to anywhere else in the world. It would 
ible for him to push demons into the real 


noki called a strong demon inside of a barrier 
bove Ground, it wouldn’t be difficult for them to 
Would they brutally tear apart the humans and 
corpses? Or would they devour them without 
y evidence behind? The flesh of humans was 
feast for any demon. High-ranking demons 
thing to get their hands on a Barrier Master 
id get a chance to go to the human world. 
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“re not, they're doing something awfully 


In mid June, the days were clear and Pleasant, At 
Tashiro said, making fun of their secret 


the end of lunch, the two of them stood by the w indo 
in the empty classroom, talking quietly. ‘ 

“It’s not a weapon like yours, but my barriers have 
gotten better, haven’t they?” Tomoki asked in a proud 
voice. “If I focus the power to my fingertips, | can curse 
smaller demons.” He concentrated on his fingertips, 
and a small green light about the size of a soap bubble 
flickered there. 

“Yeah, you've gotten really good,” Yuugo was 
genuinely impressed. 

“Can you make your katana appear in Reality?” 
Tomoki asked. 

“An illusion of it.” He held out both of his hands 
and stood towards the window. The faint outline of his 
katana floated in his hands. In the sunlight, it shone @ 
pale rainbow color. x 

“It’s so pretty,” Tomoki sighed, as if he wert 
staring at an actual jewel. 

“No matter how hard I try, I can’t materialize 
here.” They spoke in hushed voices by the window. 

“If you did, you'd probably get arrested.” 

“That’s true.” 

“But if you dressed up in a costume, they might 
think you were doing stunts for a movie or something: 

“What's that?” 

“VIL let you borrow a video later.” 
chuckled. 

“Hey, are you guys looking at porno ma: 
something?” Some of their male classmates calle 
behind them. 


, | have to go meet someone,” Yuugo said 
scratching his head. 

2” Tomoki asked, blinking. He started to 
They always walked home together, but it 
ce Yuugo didn’t want Tomoki to wait for him 
Hi 

, don’t worry. | have to go see my guardian.” 

§ not like | thought you were going on a date 
‘or something,” Tomoki said, shrugging. 

ants to talk to me about my grandma’s house, 
ju go home ahead of me?” 

ah, okay.” It seemed like Yuugo didn’t get 
th his guardian. 

hen we're done, I'll come over to your house. 
Ous, so go straight home,” Yuugo said, 
finger at him. 

10ki agreed and smiled. Yuugo laughed and 
ip his hair, then walked away. “Hey, don’t treat 
kid!” Tomoki laughed as he straightened up 
, just as Yuugo had told him to, he headed 
ut taking any detours. 

the same route home as they always did. 
© walked down the main road, it had still been 
lit after he turned off towards the residential 
began to feel a little uneasy. The road was 
and on both sides of him houses were surrounded 


Tomoki 


eazines of 
.d from 
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by fences or hedges. It was around dinnertime, so 
wasn’t anyone outdoors, 

Until he had turned down that road, it had been 
sunset, but all of a sudden it felt like it had grown, 
dark. When he looked back, he saw that the main 
road was still bright. Maybe it was just an optical 
illusion? 

He hesitantly looked up at the sky and it was dark 
with no stars, almost like a winter sky. The blue-white 
light from the street lights illuminated the road. Even 
though Tomoki knew people lived in those houses, 
he felt like he was walking down a road that led toa 
graveyard or something, 

Strangely, there wasn’t a single insect swarming 0 
the lights, 

“When I'm done, I'll come over to your house." We 
remembered Yuugo’s words, sighed, and began walking 
again. He could see Yuugo’s apartment from here. There 
weren’t any lights coming from it. Yuugo would have 
come home using this same path. 

1 wonder where he is. If Yuugo had been walking 
with him, Tomoki wouldn’t have felt so uneasy. Tomoki 
felt warm from the humid, summer air against his 
cheeks. 

Why weren’t there any other people aroun 


there 


4? AS 


soon as he thought this, Tomoki’s body began to tremble 
He had goosebumps on his arms, “Was this road alway | 


this quiet?” He was lonely because Yuugo wasn't W! 


him. The darkness between the light and the shadows 
grew deeper. fist 
Frightened, Tomoki clenched his swealy 
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Cold sweat soaked his school uniform. 
saw something waving in the darkness. 
and then reflexively backed away. “Who’s 
shouted in a trembling voice. Tomoki’s heart 
hrobbing in his chest. He saw many shadows 
} the deep darkness. The shadows became 
and came gliding towards him. They had 
ses, or mouths; they were simply black 


!” Tomoki’s scream was swallowed by 
. They're demons! He panicked, but tried 
. His cold sweat ran into his eyes and he 
tedly. “Damn it...Calm down!” Tomoki 
if. Yuugo wasn’t here, so he’d have to do 
ig himself. Looking behind him, he saw several 
shadows standing behind him. Clenching 
é stared at the black silhouettes. When he 
is fist, a green globe of light appeared. He 
wards the nearest silhouette and a flash of 
towards it, then the silhouette disappeared 
balloon. When Tomoki moved his fingers 
of light zigzagged through the shadows, 
hem in two. 

T go? His ball of light had defeated his 
as Tomoki had hoped, and it returned to his 
the result of all the special training he’d 
dreams. He let out a sigh of relief and was 
ind him when a large shadow washed over 
!” A sense of great pressure pressed down 
and he screamed. Suddenly, the asphalt 
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around his feet began to sink down in the darkness, He 
tried to endure the enormous weight. Conc entrate! His 
body started to glow in the darkness, and then the light 
collected in his fist. “Yuugo!” he screamed, not because 
he was crying for help, but to cheer himself on. Tomoki 
had sunk down to his knees, but just as he thought he'd 
be crushed his fists emitted a strong flash of light. The 
explosion echoed in the small alley. It pierced through 
the ceiling of darkness, and then a beam of bright 
golden-green light smashed the darkness into small 
pieces. Tomoki’s ears rang from the noise, and his vision 
went white. 


The night air caressed Tomoki, who was lying 00 
the ground. 

“Are you okay?” He opened his eyes at the sound 
of Yuugo’s voice, and they spun from the flickering red 
and yellow lights, 

“Did you just save me, Yuugo?” Tomoki clutched 
Yuugo’s shirt and whispered, dazed. He looked up at 
Yuugo’s face, but still hadn’t fully regained his visio" 

“No, that was your power.” As he picked Tomokt 
up, Yuugo let out a slow sigh. When he had tum 
off the main road, Yuugo had also felt that feeling ® 
uneasiness. He was worried about Tomoki, so he had be 
through the wall of darkness at the very moment If hai 
been destroyed in a flash of green light. “You really 
a Barrier Master.” 

“T did it by myself?” 

“Yeah,” Yuugo whispered, and Tomoki blin! 


ked and 
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fist. “But now I know for sure that there are 
ming to Reality,” Yuugo said seriously as he 
“And they’re after you.” 


bly.” Tomoki gulped as he saw the worried 
uugo’s face. “What I don’t understand is 
get near you if you’re a Barrier Master.” 
like he could hear Yuugo’s uneasiness, even 
‘didn’t say anything about it. 


lat demon bitch...” Kanon growled as he walked 
@ hallway. “She’ll keep calling me that terrible 
itil I defeat her.” He was talking about Shana, 
female demon who took on the form of 
ar-old girl with long, silver hair. She was 
@ few thousand years old, and she controlled 
is of Dreams as the Queen of the Underworld. 
oud of her immense power, and played with 
and souls to pass the time. 

n’t seen you in a while, Lump of Mud,” 


Who are you again, Mud?” The girl wore a 
‘dress and smiled coldly. She was beautiful, 
ression was not that of a young girl. She was 

N of the Underworld, and had limitless power 


gave me the name ‘Kanon,’ Queen Shana,” 
ered. 

OK at me.” Inside, Kanon had been startled, 
Ot let it show on his face as he looked up at 
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the silver-haired girl. “Yes, that’s right. | named you 
after a blond, blue-eyed man. | had a lot of fun with 
him...before I ate him. But your face and body are more 
beautiful. That’s because I mixed together mud ang 
human and demon to create you.” 

“Yes, thank you, Queen Shana.” 

“Do not thank me. Just remember: if you are ofno 
use to me, I will send you back to the earth from which 
you came,” the girl had said, narrowing her eyes and 
tightening her lips. “I don’t care what you think. | gave 
you your orders, and you know what will happen if you 
disobey them.” 

“Yes, Queen Shana.” Her sticky-sweet voice had 
struck him to the core. When their eyes had met for just 
a second, she had not seen the wild ambition in his. 


“T’l1 kill that demon bitch and obtain eternal life!” 
Shana had no idea about his ambitions. She had n° 
interest in what the creature she had made was thinking: 
Shana survived with her demon instincts, and she did 
not possess an ounce of love or mercy. She had created 
talking dolls to pass the time of her long existence. 
if they were of use to her she did not destroy the™. 
That was as far as it went. If he showed an inkling © 
disobedience, Kanon knew she would destroy him an 
instant. 

“Damn you, Shana,” Kanon spat as he headed 
towards his own castle. “There’s no female 
Walkers!” Shana had ordered Kanon to search for wom 
many times. He was supposed to present this legen 
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0 only appeared once every thousand years 

hing, to “Queen Shana.” He didn’t know if she 
sacrifice the Dark Walker to increase her 

ler, or if she was some kind of messiah to the 

er way, he had no use for her. 

didn’t know when Shana might return him 

‘on one of her whims. He wanted the power 


why I need the Dark Walker who’s a Barrier 
embering the slave he had hidden away in 
Kanon started to laugh. “And I found another 
n, too.” The new one was the young boy who 
itly come to the Depths of Dreams, Tomoki 
he combined both of their powers together, 
Wwerful Barrier Master could be created. Until 
ion’s slave had made small barriers to send 
other demons to Reality. But what if Kanon 
id both their strengths? He could seal Shana for 
Y, and obtain the power to destroy the boundary 
Depths of Dreams and Reality. 

‘power as a Creator shall exceed even Shana’s!” 
in a menacingly low voice. In the corner of 
ie eyes, the flame of ambition sparkled. 


way home, Yuugo brought Tomoki off the 
and headed towards a brightly lit business 
end of August was approaching. It had 
e early afternoon, so it was a bit humid 
into the evening. 

an you wait there, Tomoki?” He pointed towards 
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a bright arcade. 

“Is something here?” Tomoki looked up 
but Yuugo shook his head. 

“I need to stop by somewhere. Just go play. And 
don’t leave the brightness.” 

“Okay,” Tomoki agreed, nodding. 

Yuugo watched Tomoki enter the bright arcade, 
and then quickly looked behind him. On the other side 
of the dark alleyway, the figure of the woman who had 
been staring at them had disappeared into the shadows 
She wasn’t human. He could tell by her silhouette that 
she had very long hair, and the only thing that was clear 
was her glittering red eyes. “Is she after Tomoki?” He 
ran towards the back of the alleyway. 


anxiously 


“It’s been a long time since I’ve been to an arcade!” 
It was bustling even on a weeknight. When Tomoki was 
in junior high, he often came there to check out the 
new games—but he hadn’t been since he started high 
school. 

“Oh, they got a new version of this one!” Tomoki 
sat in front of a familiar fighting game and put 4 bes 
in. Tomoki never played as female characters in V! jeo 
games. It looked too painful when they got punche by 
men and he felt sorry for them. He decided to play : 
muscular, powerful-looking young man. Tomoki like’ 
playing as someone who was the complete opposite 
of who he was in Reality. As he easily defeated - 
opponents, Tomoki continued to advance to the new 
level. He fought a tall man who resembled Yuuz® amt 
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easily defeated him. 
at was strange was that he didn’t get as excited 
acter’s battles as he did before. “Yuugo 
1” Since Tomoki had seen him fight a real 
thought there wasn’t anyone as strong as 
I wonder how he is in Reality?” He had 
Yuugo fight in real life, so he wasn’t sure. 
d like he had a slim body, but when he took 
off they revealed an amazing, muscular body. 
ent bright red thinking about it. 
, you're pretty good,” he heard a voice say 
shoulder as he entered his initials into the high 
. “That game looks fun.” Tomoki looked 
the screen. There was a young man standing 
Tomoki with golden hair and blue eyes, about 
five years old, wearing a brown leather jacket. 
led face was beautiful, yet masculine. He had 
and legs and broad shoulders. He was at least 
fs tall, taller than Yuugo. His blond hair shone 
ed down his back like a mane. It was almost like 
ped out of one of the arcade games. 
phe hes a model who came to Japan? 
Tm not bothering you, can I watch you play 
o 
hat?” Tomoki asked as the man leaned over and 


1 Kanon. What’s your name?” 
-san? I’m Tomoki Naruse,” Tomoki 
himself shyly. Kanon’s light blue eyes shone 
ion. 
Oki started playing the same game again, 
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while Kanon leaned over him and watched. At first it 
was awkward, but then Kanon began to ask him Various 
questions about the game. 

“Your Japanese is good,” Tomoki said, making 
Kanon smile. 

“I live with my Japanese lover,” the corner of his 
lips curled up meaningfully, but Tomoki didn’t notice, 

“Tomoki!” Yuugo yelled as he crossed the arcade, 
Tomoki and all of the customers turned around and 
stared. “Get away from him!” 

“What?” Tomoki asked, standing up. He looked 
from the blond man to Yuugo. 

“He’s a jealous guy, huh?” Kanon laughed, putting 
a hand on Tomoki’s shoulder. Tomoki stiffened under 
his touch. 

“Don’t touch him!” 

“Don’t tell me what to do!” Kanon snapped back 
at Yuugo’s angry voice. He walked towards Yuuge 
slowly. They didn’t take their eyes of 
atmosphere inside the arcade was tense, and the other 
customers looked on nervously. 

Kanon was the first to look away. With 2 smile 
on his face, he headed towards the nearby exit “Datk 
Walker,” he whispered in Yuugo’s ear. “Your precious 
Tomoki will soon be mine.” When Yuugo turned aroun 
Kanon had already disappeared through the automatie 
doors. He rushed after him and looked up and dow? * 
street, but he was nowhere to be seen. 

“Damn it!” 2 

Tomoki rushed over to him. “What's w rong?” 

“He’s not human.” Yuugo grabbed Tomoki 3% 
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on’s castle was in the heart of a steep, rocky 
Jin the Depths of Dreams. The interior was 
d the rooms were decorated extravagantly, 
ow the balance seemed off. The resident had 
ment to it, and the castle had an empty grandeur 


sp inside the castle was a hidden room. It was 
‘elaborately furnished room of them all. It 
droom, living room, and bathroom. The finest 
jung in the closet, and there was a large, 
is was the only world Shiki knew. When he was 
}the quiet room, it felt cold. The sound of his 
ing and his footsteps echoed. 

ly one who would come in was his master, 
No one else existed in Shiki’s world. 

Kanon should be home soon, he thought 
bod near the door. The Chinese-style clothes he 
te knee-length and magnificently embroidered. 
id a beautiful face. His brown eyes always had a 
to them. His perfect lips were glossy and light 
“moved elegantly with a quiet manner, His 
Ecolored hair was silky and shoulder-length. 
ite skin had never seen the sun since he lived 
Orld, but he didn’t look unhealthy. Instead, his 
N had a pearly glow about it. 

iki had been taken captive by Kanon when he 
and had been cultivated into a powerful 
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Barrier Master in a short time. For about two years, i 
had been drifting inside a vat filled with warm liquid that 
resembled amniotic fluid. During that time, all Shikj did 
was gaze at Kanon’s blue eyes. After Kanon let him out, 
Shiki had been his slave ever since. Kanon was his only 
master in this small world Shiki had been given. 

He didn’t know whether it was an unhappy thing 
or not. Shiki couldn’t remember when he had been 
kidnapped. Around Shiki’s right wrist was a golden 
bracelet set with a sparkling blue jewel. It looked good 
on him, It was a demon crystal Kanon had created, and it 
was the same cold blue as his eyes. The jewel increased 
Shiki’s powers. 

“Master Kanon is home!” he said from the bedside 
table. Since there were no windows in the room, he 
spent most of his time gazing into the crystal ball. With 
it, he could see where his master was and make a barrier 
anywhere in Reality to send Kanon there. 

Sometimes he would watch his parents and brother 
through Kanon’s eyes. His younger brother, Tomoki, had 
grown up, but it seemed like he was far away in a fore!g® 
country. 

Tomoki...he whispered his brother’s name. He W# 
only one year old when Shiki had been taken capti¥® 
Shiki remembered how happy he was when his mothet 
had let him hold his baby brother. He would rub his ch 
on Tomoki’s and hold his little hand. Shiki remembe 
his soft skin that always smelled like milk Shiki D8 
only lived with him for a year, and Tomoki was J 
beginning to talk when Shiki had been taken captiV 

Shiki had tried everything to be sure, from 
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land of dreams, that Tomoki wouldn’t awaken 
rier Master. If he was a Dark Walker, he must 
ken. If he did, Kanon would find him, and 
im. Or he would eaten by demons in the Depths 
ns. But it hadn’t worked. “If he doesn’t awaken, 
t be able to live a happy life.” The worst case 
) was that Tomoki was a Barrier Master like 
only relief was that Tomoki had someone 
ect him. Tomoki’s protector was one of the 
among the Dark Walkers, But Shiki wasn’t 
an could stand against Kanon. 
h it was just me...” Shiki whispered, thinking 
brother. A tear trickled down Shiki’s cheek 
ito his hand. 
n walked quickly down the red carpeted 
‘to the large double doors in the back of the 
The moment Kanon placed both hands on the 
sparks fired. The doors were made so that 
’s hands could unlock them, 
icome home, Master Kanon!” Beyond the 
the beautiful young boy Kanon had captured, 
angry look on his face, Shiki unconsciously 
ay. 
d you find her?” 
No, I didn’t see her in the crystal ball,” Shiki 
head at Kanon’s question. 
fumph. Whatever.” Kanon flopped down on the 
Ouch and crossed his legs. He drank the strong 
Shiki had prepared for him. He could feel the 
the alcohol traveling down into his stomach. 
hon’s body had been created for Shana’s 


ms 
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amusement, mixing human and demon. Because he 
was part human, Kanon had feelings. Sometimes, those 
feelings were incomprehensible to him. Anxiety ang 
fear. But the demon in him was insensitive and never 
attempted to validate those feelings. “Shana can’t find 
her, either.” It was said there was a female Dark Walker 
every thousand years or so, and Shana was waiting for 
her. 

“Just a little longer, Just a little bit longer, and I'll 
defeat that bitch and become immortal. And when I do, 
the whole world will be mine!” 

“Master Kanon.” Shiki began to grow frightened. 

“That bitch called me a lump of mud again.” Shana 
made Kanon, and he didn’t have a real life as a demon. 
She could create lives and destroy them. Then the only 
thing left of them was flesh and mud. “She called me 
that!” He squeezed the earthenware cup violently. and it 
shattered into tiny pieces in his hands, making him eve? 
angrier. 

“Master Kanon.” 

Kanon thought this feeling he had that made 
fists shake was called “anger.” 

Shiki unconsciously went to embrace 
held onto his clothes. “Shall I comfort you, Master” 

“What right do you have, as a slave, to pity He 
Kanon’s eyes burned with anger, and Shiki shook 
head. “What? The human Pities the lump of mud? 

“No, that’s not...” Kanon lifted him off the 8 E 
by his collar and Shiki clung to his arm. His feet ost 
far from the floor and he couldn’t breathe. His ma 
threw Shiki down violently onto the large bed, ant 


his 


Ka anon and 


groun 
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ced. He tried to get away, but Kanon held him 


of pain escaped him. 


y blood is black, so I want to see your red 


on stripped off his own clothes and dug his 
's skin. 


's clothes were ripped from left to right, his 
posed. Kanon made one cruel red mark all 
m the back of his neck to his hips. The lights 


droom had a soft, warm hue. But the indirect 


the walls illuminated Shiki’s body like a 


. He was stripped of all his clothes except for 


and made to lie face down on the bed. 

Kanon, please forgive me...” Shiki felt 
straps binding his arms behind his back. 
el on his bracelet sparkled the same blue as 


had found him fourteen years earlier, 
had first come to the Depths of Dreams. He 
a nine-year-old at the time, still wearing his 
iki had been wandering about the desolate 
With an anxious look on his face. The demons 
retreated into the darkness when they saw 
en light like a burning flame that enveloped 
body. They knew that was the color of a Barrier 
© hadn’t fully awakened yet, but still no demon 
him. 

boy had disappeared into the darkness, 


4 because he had awakened again in Reality. 
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After that, Kanon had waited for Shiki to return. He 
was a Barrier Master who could travel freely through 
the strata of the Depths of Dreams. If Kanon got ahold 
of Shiki, he would be able to go the the human world 
whenever he pleased. He wanted to see the world Above 
Ground, where it was said swarms of humans and their 
delicious flesh lived. But what Kanon wanted most of all 
was to defeat that bitch Shana, and to solidify his very 
existence, 


At sunset, a golden wave had washed ashore. The 
boy was playing on the beach away from his parents 
when suddenly a tall man stood above him. Shiki 
couldn’t make out the man’s face clearly in the sunlight. 
All Shiki could see were his light blue eyes. His long, 
beautiful golden hair fluttered in the sunlight. He smiled 
gently at Shiki, and the boy blushed and smiled back 
brightly. That’s all Shiki remembered of the world 
Above Ground. 

Then he was inside the clear cylind! 
staring dreamily at Kanon. 

Kanon. As he watched Shiki grow from 4 boy 
to a young man, he became more fascinated W ith the 
beautiful creature’s body each passing day. 


rical tank, 


“I’ve had sex with many women Above 
but your skin is the most beautiful I’ve ever S 
stroked Shiki's back with a finger, and narrow ed 
with satisfaction. His slave's skin had rarely Se” 


G rounds 
9.” He 


his eyes 
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was smooth and pearl-white. Among all the 
n had had sex with or killed, Shiki was the 


sight of his bound, naked body was so erotic 
on shiver. He desired the human male part 
“It makes me want to tear you apart and 
he whispered in a low voice. Demons loved 
h ight underneath soft skin. They loved slitting 
bellies and burying their faces inside their warm 
Kanon couldn’t eat this one, for Shiki was his 
@ pawn. The more he suppressed his hunger, the 
anon’s desire for Shiki rose. 
jick it.” Kanon stood beside the bed and grabbed 


ster Kanon,” Shiki looked up at him with wet 
Il service you, but please untie me,” he pleaded 
}master as Kanon shoved his erection in front of 


your tongue like I taught you,” Kanon 
im slowly, a cold smile on his face. Shiki 
k Kanon’s thick rod into his mouth, “Just do 
@8, Master.” All Shiki could do was obey. 
§ member was throbbing before him, and liquid 
: the tip of it. Shiki kissed Kanon’s arousal 
it neatly as if he was cleaning it. Kanon’s 
taste spread throughout Shiki’s mouth. Shiki 
tely serviced Kanon with his tongue and his lips 
lttched Shiki’s hair. Kanon watched with a cruel 
his face and then suddenly thrust himself deep 
‘S mouth. 
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! “Mmph,” Shiki grimaced as Kanon’s penis plunged 
into the back of his throat. 

“Don’t use your teeth!” Kanon yelled. Since he had 
forced himself into Shiki’s mouth, drool dripped down 
to the boy’s chin. He couldn’t breathe. Tears flowed 
from his closed eyes. Kanon withdrew his rod from 
Shiki’s mouth and then blew his cloudy demon cum all 
over Shiki’s face. 

“Ahhh!” The liquid poured into his half-open 
mouth. Shiki drank his master’s semen and panted. His 
body trembled. Even though it was painful, the taste of 
a demon’s cum on his tongue spread through him like 
an aphrodisiac. Kanon gave a satisfied laugh. He loved 
getting the pure-looking Shiki filthy and raping him. 
He had trained Shiki not to disobey him, and had been 
having sex with him for fourteen years. He held Shiki’s 
restrained body against his chest. He grasped his soft, 
brown hair and felt Shiki’s body tremble. As he saw that 
Shiki was about to cry, Kanon plunged his tongue into 
his open mouth. 

“Master...Master...” Shiki moaned in a muffled 
voice, and his closed eyelids trembled. His body became 
flushed, and he got goosebumps. Saliva poured from the 
corners of his lips, which Kanon licked up greedily: 

Kanon grew hard again just from his kisses: and 
he pinned Shiki down. He bit the nape of his neck: 
Tears flowed from Shiki’s eyes, and he fought agaist 
his restraints. Kanon sucked on his neck noisily: ® 
traced his finger down to the soft flesh of Shiki’s 45% 
He entered his hidden place, and his sharp nails strok 
Shiki on the inside. Shiki buried his face and groa"°™ 
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w it would hurt for days afterward. 

iki, open your eyes,” Kanon ordered, sitting up. 
nt, you're gonna get it.” 
slightly opened his eyes and looked at Kanon 
Seeing Kanon was erect again, his body 
sly writhed, trying to escape. Kanon spread 
es wide. “Answer me.” 

Master,” Shiki answered quietly, and Kanon 
mly overcome with a strong desire. At the 
this made him angry. He would soon grow 
thers, but why did he want Shiki so badly? Was 
, Kanon would never find a more beautiful 
en if he searched all over Above Ground? It 
eyes. His amber eyes, full of sadness, that looked 
had given up everything. He had trained Shiki 
disobey him for fear that Kanon would rip him 
lis slave knew that if he tried to run away, he 
nd only his own death. But those eyes that stared 
ion were full of pity. 

le couldn’t take it! 

Ahhh!” Shiki screamed from the intense pain as 
{thrust into him at full force. After a while, the 


d withdrew his thick, hard member. Shiki’s 
| became shallow. The blood that flowed from 


ushed himself in again. Shiki’s legs trembled 
¥; his hands, still tied behind his back, had gone 
m the weight of Kanon on top of him. 

St as demon cum started pouring inside of him, 
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Shiki felt his insides throb. His pain had transformed into 
dizzying pleasure. “It works better than an aphrodisiag” 
He blushed at Kanon’s voice in his ear. As he slowly 
moved his hips, Kanon’s long fingers wrapped around 
Shiki’s erection, He stroked its wet head with his fingers 
and massaged the pulsating shaft. 

“Master...Master Kanon!” Shiki moaned tearfully, 
Those gentle caresses were like torture. Just as he had 
been on the verge of coming, Kanon had roughly grasped 
the base of his cock. Shiki shook his head. He felt like 
he would go mad from the pleasure. His aroused body 
wanted a release. Kanon licked his erect pink nipples, 
eliciting a tearful scream. Covered in sweat and panting, 
his sensitive body reacted to everything. 

Kanon was still inside Shiki as he lay face down. 
As he grasped Shiki’s member, he forced his body up 
He lifted up Shiki’s ass. Kanon pulled out his hard rod 
and it overflowed with demon cum, tinged pink with 
blood. Shiki’s thighs were covered with warm liquid He 
felt Kanon watching him, and his cheeks flushed But 
his desire was throbbing inside of Kanon’s hands. Kano® 
put his head against Shiki’s opening again, and Shiki’s 
body trembled. 

“Abhh!” Kanon thrust himself in all the way dow 
the base, which caused Shiki to release into Kanon’s hand. 

“Mmph!” Kanon dug his nails into Shiki’s sensitive 
head and a sharp pain pierced through him 

“Shiki” Kanon called his name into his 
Shiki’s body felt weak. 

No matter what cruel things Kanon did 
it didn’t matter —Shiki felt faint, anyway 


nto 


hot eat 


to him no™ 
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“Open your eyes, Shiki,” Kanon bit his earlobe 
and Shiki moaned loudly. He untied the restraints from 
Shiki’s arms and turned his body over. He tied his arms to 
the bedposts. Kanon’s lips twisted cruelly as he grabbed 
Shiki’s ankles and spread them wide apart. His tongue 
peeked out lewdly from his mouth. His eyes glittered 
with desire. Kanon felt himself getting hard again. Shiki 
lay vulnerable in front of him, and his body grew hot and 
his breathing rough. 

“I want you to watch what I do to you.” 

“Yes, Master,” Shiki answered with trembling 
lips. 

Kanon pressed his hard thick head against the boy 
Shiki automatically writhed into his leather restraints 
Like a hungry beast, Kanon indulged in Shiki over and 
over again until he grew tired. 

Shiki squirmed under Kanon’s tongue, which 
licked his entire body, and came over and over agall 
His exhausted body wouldn’t stop. He stared at Kanon's 
cruel blue eyes and let out painful moans 

Shiki didn’t know if demon semen really W 
aphrodisiac. Then again, he didn’t know anything W hen 
he was being raped. 

He couldn’t disobey the humiliating pleast® 
and pain Kanon gave him. That was how his mastet 
had trained him. But even though he had to be mots 
powerful than Shiki, Kanon would always tie Shiki UP 
when he raped him. To make Shiki know that he was 
merely a slave, and that he must never disobey Kanon 
Shiki knew that Kanon had immense hatred inside @ 
him, He knew that Shana had created him for het 


as all 
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ent, and his existence was more uncertain than 
ms who wandered the Depths of Dreams. 
id destroy his beautiful body on a whim. Shiki 
anon feared that. The anger he thought he felt 
fear. 

it’s why Kanon couldn’t forgive his slave for 
. He hated everyone that had been given 
Mf flesh and blood—that had been given a real 


it it wasn’t pity Shiki felt for Kanon...He looked 
sadly. If he said what he really felt, even if 

ecessary because he was a Barrier Master, he 
an on would kill him out of anger. But sometimes 
ould show him his human side. His attachment 


iter Kanon...” Shiki whispered sleepily, and 
sed him preciously. 


e of his restraints, Shiki spread his arms out 
‘of the sheets. His wrists were bright red, his 
thausted. He couldn’t move even if he tried. He 
y Stared at his fingers as his circulation came 
the room was quiet once more. Shiki could feel 
feath on his hair. He lay in Kanon’s arms with 
on Kanon’s chest. Kanon’s strong arms were 
around him. 


S, Master,” he answered. Kanon stroked Shiki’s 
Ras if he were petting a dog. 
‘ll give you your brother’s power.” 
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Kanon grabbed Shiki’s face roughly and turned it 
towards him. “Answer me, slave. Do not disobey me” 
Shiki grimaced at the threatening tone in his voice, _ 

“Yes, Master,” he answered hoarsely. Kanon licked 
his pale lips with satisfaction. 

“When I have the two of you, Ill have power equal 
to Shana’s.” Kanon talked about his terrible plan softly, 
as if it were regular pillow talk between lovers. “First I'l 
use you to destroy the world they live in 


The world welcomed a peaceful July. Around 
town, there were posters of tanned girls wearing 
swimsuits everywhere. At dusk, it was about the time 
the streetlights would flicker on. Train stations and 
department stores were crowded. Bustling shopping 
districts were brimming with businessmen, housewives, 
and students. 

The heat of the day rose from the asphalt, making 
the air moist. Walking amidst the crowd, one could build 
up a light sweat. It was a regular summertime scene. 

“It’s been a while since we walked around here 
Tomoki said happily as they walked side by side Lately 
the days had been uneventful and peaceful. He wa 
still training in the Depths of Dreams, but in Reality he 
was enjoying his summer vacation. “Let’s go vis!t bi 
house in Shikoku this summer.” 

“No way,” Yuugo said, irritated. + but 

“I know you don’t have any good memories of it, e 
are you sure you don’t want to visit your grandme grave- 


Dark Walker 143 


ardian takes care of it.” 
yant to see where you grew up,” Tomoki said. 
hed his head, looking a little embarrassed. 
sre’s no TV or games there.” 
‘okay, we'll be on vacation. And we'll be 
Tomoki said, his eyes sparkling. 


for ten years. He spent most of his time in 
of Dreams, so he didn’t have any particularly 
ies of Reality. 

Il be busy next year, so we should have lots 
summer. We should take a train that stops at 
mn so we can visit other places, too.” 
bah,” Yuugo answered with a smile. 

oki’s plan sounded refreshingly normal. Yuugo 
d too much time studying, but it seemed like 
ited to start preparing for college entrance 
year. The more he hung out with Tomoki and 
more Yuugo felt like a normal high school 
He began to think he might be able to live a 


w A i i . 
formal life with Tomoki, like they were just two 


ed and pointed at Tomoki. 

imes when they'd walk around in their 
othes, Tomoki would be the one to get hit on. 
ay, don’t be nice to everyone you see!” 

ly, is that bad?” Even though they would 
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sometimes quarrel, they'd always make UP quickly, 

ete y. 
As Tomoki discussed the plains for their trip, Yuugo 
listened agreeably. Suddenly he felt his arm grow heavy, 
and looked down at it. 4 

“Yuugo...” Tomoki clapped a hand over his mouth, 
The faint outlines of Yuugo’s arm guards started to 
appear on his arms. 

“Why? We’re in Reality.” Yuugo stared at his arms, 
dumbfounded. The basketball shoes he had just been 
wearing changed into boots with metal guards on them. 
My body's doing it on its own. But, this is Reality 

“Why?” 

“I dunno,” Yuugo said, shaking his head. For a 
moment, he was unsure of whether this was a dream or 
reality, Was his power starting to go out of his control? 
A cold sweat covered his body. Am / gonna turn into a 
monster here in the real world? 

“Calm down, Yuugo.” Tomoki clutched Yuugo’s 
arm anxiously. 

Yuugo’s silver arm guards reflected the brigh lights 
coming from the display windows. They felt hard, cold, 
and real. The armor Yuugo had created in the Depths ® 
Dreams had materialized in Reality. 

“But, that’s for when you fight.” Just as Tomoki 
said this, a terribly loud noise came from behind them: 
“Yuugo!” Screams came from all directions and Tomoki 
turned him around. 

A giant horn had torn up through the he 
completely destroying a nearby bus terminal in ! 3 
process. It was a demon. It had red-brown fur and a 
coming from its head like a bull, but its lower half W 


pavement. 
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is eyes shone an ominous red. 

an ugly monster that looked like it had been 
ym a mixture of many creatures. It was much 

an the ten-meter-high sculpture by the train 


\d, and Yuugo carried him high into the sky. 
ur wings!” Tomoki said, dumbfounded. He 
ised that a demon had appeared there, but also 


heir powers were just an illusion in Reality, like 
go had tried to make his katana appear in the 


face. His instincts had taken over 
hanging on its own. “Someone made 
It looked like there was an invisible 
i sky. Even when Yuugo tried to fly away, he 
*t go any higher than the department store. 

ple below were screaming and running from 
Ous monster. Its red eyes gazed at Yuugo as it 
d on the people below, crushing them like ants. 
le ran to escape the same fate, but the monster 
St mow them down with its horns. It was an 
8S Slaughter. 

/ was literally hell on earth. The sound of 
and fire truck sirens rang out. There were 
lof light everywhere, and people took pictures of 
from windows and rooftops. 
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finger to the building. 

The JumboTron, usually used for adv ertisements, 
was showing a black-winged Yuugo carrying Tomokj. 
Yuugo’s bold tiger-stripe war paint had materialized on 
his face. “Is that me?” Yuugo asked quietly, seeing his 
transformed body for the first time. “I look just like a 
demon!” he roared. 

“C-Calm down!” Tomoki said, clinging to Yuugo’s 
body and trembling. His anxious face stared back at him 
from the giant screen. 

Tomoki’s face looked like he was also searching 
for help from the demons. Many people were watching 
them from the windows and roofs of buildings. Their 
ragedy 


eyes were full of fear, disgust, and anger at the 
that was unfolding on the ground. 

“Monster!!”” 

“Demon!!”" 

Some people even tried throwing things 
the demon from nearby buildings. They could hear 
anguished, chaotic screams from people who had fallen 
into panic. The winged Yuugo appeared to be the same 
as the giant monster in their eyes. 

“Let go of that boy!” They seemed to think Yuug® 
had captured Tomoki. 

“No, that’s not it! No!” Tomoki shook his he: 
cried, clinging onto Yuugo protectively. Suddenly, they 
heard gunshots from below them and a bulle 
one of Yuugo’s wings. Policemen were firi 
window of one of the buildings. Yuugo 
The policemen set down their weapons. 
pulled back. They had been trying to save a bo) 


ad and 
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thought was a hostage, but they didn’t realize that if the 
shot Yuugo down, Tomoki would tumble to the g J 
with him, “i 
Yuugo quickly flew around and set Tomoki down 
on the safest looking rooftop. “It’s dangerous, so do not 
leave this spot,” he said worriedly, placing a hand on 
Yomoki’s cheek. Tomoki nodded. E 
\ “Sleeping Demon Tremor!” Yuugo cried, kicking 
off the building. “Come! Jade Thunder!” The glittering 
sword appeared in his hands. i 4 


round 


“Yuugo...” 
Tomoki couldn’t get over the strangeness of the 
scene before him. The city was the familiar “Real 


World,” and yet Yuugo was holding a sword that had 
appeared out of nowhere, right before Tomoki’s eyes 
His hair flew in his face from the wind caused by Yuugo’s 
giant wings. With the setting sun in the background, the 
building was sinking into darkness. It was ominous and 
beautiful at the same time. 

“Yuugo, be careful!” Tomoki cried, and Yuugo 
nodded. 

He gripped his katana in both hands, and swooped 
down above the demon. Tomoki watched as a heroi¢ 
battle between the demon and Yuugo unfolded beneath 
him. The police and Special Forces had been dispatched 
Soon, they would probably call in the Self Defens¢ 
Forces, too. The barrier was stretched around the entife 
city. More demons were probably on their way. On the 
JumboTron, a nervous-looking reporter relayed Be 
details of the “Demon Battle” that was going on. 

“They think Yuugo is an evil demon!” Tomoki 
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y Above Ground, now.” Kanon stood atop the 

g’s water tower behind him, arms crossed and 

“The humans think this is a fight between 

as. He should be able to beat a monster of that 

f, but do you really think that, after this massacre, 

be seen as the hero who defeated the demon that 

ed the city? He has black wings, you know. 

ly the symbol of a good guy.” Kanon spoke 

lly, his golden hair fluttering in the wind. 

‘Remove the barrier!” Tomoki screamed angrily, 

ling. 

non jumped off the tower, not making a sound. 

little boy. I’m not a first class ‘Dark Walker’ 
er Master like you. I can’t make barriers. All I am is 
ip of mud Shana created.” He pulled Tomoki close 
m and peered at him. “Wanna know who made it?” 
eked Tomoki’s cheek, making him shudder. “Shiki 
older brother. He’s a Barrier Master, too. I'm 
don’t remember what he looks like. Humans 
fe related not only look alike, but they smell alike, 
Mmn, it drives me crazy,” he whispered excitedly 
oki’s ear. He licked the nape of Tomoki’s neck, 
moki clenched his teeth. 

hat was the first time he had heard that his 
was still alive. Theres no way my brother did 
‘Kanon has to be behind it! Had his brother been 
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held captive by Kanon somewhere in the Depths of 


Dreams? Even though Tomoki didn’t remember him that 
well, he wanted to see his brother very badly 

“As soon as I have both of you, I’Il seal Shana and 
the whole world will be mine!” 

“You did this terrible thing just to capture me?” 


“Is it really that terrible?” Kanon asked 
patronizingly. “Just so you know, I’m going to kill you 
soon—and I don’t feel the least bit bad about it,” he 


whispered with a terrifyingly gentle smile on his face 
“Anyway, when I obtain your powers, the boundary 
between the real world and the dream world will 
vanish, I’ll fuse you and Shiki together. If any of your 
Consciousness survives, then you can admire they way 
I'm gonna destroy this world. And a new world will be 
born where demons walk and feed on humans.” 

“Fuse me and my brother?” 

“I’m going to give all your powers to Shiki. To the 
gentle, obedient Shiki. Well, it’s about time to start on 
my masterpiece...” Suddenly, a snap of electricity came 
from Kanon’s finger. 

“Don’t touch me!” Tomoki glared at his blue eyes: 
and pushed his fists out. 

“Ohh, so it looks like you can make barriers NOW: 
huh?” Kanon smiled with an impressed look on his f¢& 
A faint green membrane surrounded Tomoki’s body- but 
it was unstable. If Kanon tried to penetrate it, it “ ouldn t 
stand a chance against him. 

“Get away from me!” Tomoki slowly backed away 
and put both arms in front of his chest. He concentrate 
the electric current to his hands and sparks fell 
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"Your boyfriend just died.” 
What?” Tomoki’s eyes flew open as Kanon 
| down below them. At that moment, he breached 
ier and grabbed Tomoki with his large hand. 
| it!” Green sparks burst from Tomoki’s fists and 
lon Kanon’s leather jacket. The demon grimaced 
y and threw Tomoki down. 
fumph. Fine. I°ll come back after I get him. Wait 
d stay quiet. After all, there’s nowhere you can 
” Kanon said, smiling, and walked away. After 
pht of his fluttering golden hair vanished, Tomoki 
| over to the side of the building. “Yuugo’s in 
et” 
ow him, Yuugo was about to stab one of the 
in’s arms, but he looked like he was in bad condition 
ll. As he dodged the demon’s attacks, it would toss 
id destroy buildings and houses like toys. If 
didn’t dodge its attacks he would surely die, but 
se of this the collateral damage had intensified. 
s that...?” Tomoki said as something suddenly 
his eye. “Shiki!” Even though the humans on the 


e it was his brother, His face looked sad. They 
tely looked alike. Tomoki felt a strong sense of 
gia for his long-lost brother. He started to run 


“Don’t listen to that demon! Undo the barrier!” 

Shiki stood amidst the panicked crowd with his 
Own. He wore an elegant silk shirt, black pants, 

ots. A faint green sphere floated above his 
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outstretched hands, That small sphere was what had 
caused this chaotic scene in Reality. 

“You don’t really want to do this!” Tomoki yelled 
grabbing Shiki’s arm. “Oniisan!” The moment ie 
yelled this, the outline of the barrier sphere Shiki held 
faded. Tomoki held his arms out to him, and suddenly 
a strong flash of light like a thunderbolt shone between 
them. The world shook beneath them. “Did...the barrier 
break?” The moment he felt the tremors, Tomoki’s field 
of vision went black. 

Across from Yuugo, the outline of the angry demon 
that was trampling humans also became faint. Both 
Yuugo and Kanon, who stood beside him, disappeared 
like an illusion. The people who witnessed this stared, 
dumbfounded, as if time had frozen. Even though it 
had seemed like a dream or an illusion, the harsh reality 
was still left before them, The buildings the demon had 
destroyed, the numerous corpses it had left behind—one 
could hear groans and screams from those who had 
managed to survive. 


As soon as they entered the Depths of Dreams: 
Yuugo severed the giant demon’s head and killed it. 

“You look pretty rough,” Kanon said as he stared at 
the panting Yuugo. 

Yuugo wiped the blood that streamed from his 
forehead and shook the blood off the blade of his katan® 
which glittered in the hazy world of dreams. ed 

“Let me play with you a while,” Kanon stretch 
out his arms. A long saber appeared in his hands. 
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‘the handle and swung it through the air with 
ng noise. As he held it before him, it reflected 
| blue eyes. “Dark Walker,” he whispered and 
Yuugo. 

ang! The sharp sound of metal against metal 
fated. Yuugo had blocked Kanon’s sword just 
“Oofl” As they pressed their swords together, 
it his feet sinking into the ground. He clenched 
as he stared at Kanon’s confident smile. He was 
from the the battle he had already fought. If 
focus for even one second, he knew he would be 


Yuugo!” Tomoki planted his feet in the ground 
hed out his right fist. Green sparks flew from 
Nched fist, and a flash of lightning spurted forth. 
ely, the beam of light suddenly changed 
right before it hit Kanon. “Shiki!” 

i had absorbed Tomoki’s energy into his own 
Tomoki, I won't let you interfere with Master 
i,” he said carefully, clenching his raised fists. 

oki tried to support Yuugo many times, but 
ked every one of his attempts. Even though 
the same powers, it was like a child fighting 
tan adult. But Tomoki wanted to do anything he 
© help Yuugo. He mustered up all his strength and 
€d his fists out. Shiki sighed painfully and held 
id up over his head towards Tomoki. “Ahhhh!” 
i’s face contorted with fear. A thin silver chain 
round his wrists like a snake, up his wrist and 
found his body. “Why, Shiki?” he cried angrily. 
as he looked at Shiki, who stood before him, 
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Tomoki could see that his brother did not look like g 
cruel person. “Why are you doing what that demon tells 
you to?” Tomoki looked up at his brother with frustrated 
tears in his eyes. 

When he looked at Tomoki making a face like that, 
Shiki wanted to stretch out his arms to him. His indistinct 
memories suddenly came flooding back to him. 

When his little brother would cry, Shiki would 
hurry to pick him up. “It’s Onii-chan, Tomoki. It’s 
okay.” Whenever he would say that and smile, Tomoki 
would stop crying and look up at him innocently. Shiki 
would rub Tomoki’s small, soft hand on his cheeks. His 
little brother was so cute; he adored him. His skin always 
smelled like milk. 

“You’ve gotten so big, Tomoki,” Shiki smiled 
nostalgically. Sometimes he would gaze at his family and 
his younger brother. He was filled with homesickness, but 
it had always seemed like he was seeing some kind of 
illusion. But he had watched over Tomoki as he had grow? 
up. Strangely, he never harbored any jealousy or hatred 
towards his brother, who had grown up normally and 
happily. His world was Kanon, and he belonged to Kano? 

“Oniisan.” When Tomoki called him that, his chest 
felt tight. Even though they hadn’t seen each other i 
so long, they knew they were brothers. “Let’s 2° hows 
together! Mom and Dad never forgot about you. aia 
he desperately pleaded with his brother, but Shiki sho® 
his head quietly. * 

“I’m a demon. I can’t live as a human any na 
Shiki whispered sadly. Behind them, a heroic struggle 
the death between Kanon and Yuugo was unfolding 
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sounds of their swords striking against each 
echoed in the darkness. Their swords shone, 
ed so fast their eyes couldn’t keep up with 
All they could see were the afterimages of their 
ig blades. Yuugo lowered his sword and stared 
on with sharp eyes. Every muscle in his body 
d to his opponent’s attacks. His instincts clung to 
il. They were roughly equal in speed. But Yuugo 
proaching his body’s limit. When he had fought 
int monster Above Ground, he had taken a lot of 
e. He couldn’t let his guard down; he couldn’t 
. If he did, he knew Kanon would slaughter 


S body reacted to Kanon’s movement, and 
ust his katana upward. Kanon’s golden hair 

in the air. “Damn you!” He narrowed his blue 
h annoyance. Black blood ran down his cheek. 
nfident smile vanished, replaced with the brutal, 
sty expression of a demon. Yuugo’s katana 
ugh the shoulder and front of Kanon’s 
jacket. But that was when he reached his 


fatch out!” He saw Tomoki scream at him in his 
l vision. Tomoki... Suddenly, his consciousness 
J fis opponent’s blade drew near, and he covered 
Pwith his left arm, 
rack! It was the sound of his bone breaking. 
Saber pierced through his arm guard and 
his skin. Yuugo mustered up all of his strength 
mehow shook off Kanon’s sword. He quickly 
i back, but his wings were already broken. He 
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cringed in pain, The guard on his arm disappeared, and 
a large quantity of blood spurted from below his elbow 
He clenched his teeth and took up his katana in his other 
hand, 

Yuugo’s broken arm hung loosely at his side, 
barely attached to his shoulder. Blood dripped down 
to his fingertips, and he felt himself growing faint, A 
burning pain raced through his body, like he was being 
burned alive. He felt like he was falling. 

Kanon laughed cruelly and licked the blood off the 
blade of his saber. He narrowed his blue eyes. Suddenly, 
he thrust his saber deep into Yuugo’s belly. “I love the 
look on your face.” Kanon smiled with desire as he 
looked at his trophy. He twisted his sword, and its cold 
tip ripped right through Yuugo’s wings and pushed out 
his back, 

Even though the pain should have been unbearable, 
Yuugo didn’t feel it. Zomoki... Through his slightly ope? 
eyelids, he saw Tomoki running over to him, his face 
wet with tears. Run away...!! Yuugo moved his lips, 
clutching the saber that stabbed through his stomach. 
Then, he coughed and blood spurted from his throat. He 
fell, still kneeling over, onto the hard ground. 


“Nooooo! Yuugo!” Tomoki screamed. His eyes 
were wide open, wild with fear. His tears blurred a 
vision, and he shook his head. He had broken free from 
the chains that had bound his body. ae 

“No, Tomoki!” Shiki pointed towards him, 
Tomoki’s body stiffened as if it had just rece! 
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al shock. The flash of light tied up Tomoki’s 
he more he struggled to break free of the curse, 
ter his restraints became. 

o! Shiki...Oniisan! Stop it, stop it! Please save 
® Tomoki cried in a hoarse voice as he fell to the 


non dragged Yuugo by his wings. “This is total 
s.” He pointed to the huge hole that was in front 
. It was a crater several kilometers wide, and 
¢ looked down into it, all he could see was an 
darkness. He tossed a rock into it, and it fell 
, not hitting anything on the way down. This 
was probably no chance of being able to 
t hold onto anything if one fell down there. 
as if time had stopped, but Yuugo’s body 
ally turned towards the depths of the darkness 
s calling to him. 
er you’re a demon or a human...if you fall 
your existence becomes nothingness.” Kanon 
tthe deep darkness. It was said that in the lowest 
the earth, everything returned to nothingness. 
ot know waited at the depths. No one had ever 
from them before. “This was fun,” Kanon said 
mused look on his face. 
he shoulder of his leather jacket had been ripped 
nd his black demon blood flowed from his torn 
kin. It mixed with Yuugo’s blood, and Kanon’s 
was stained red and black. 
ven if he tried to capture him, he knew Yuugo was 
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too strong. Kanon didn’t show his pain on his face, but 
his heart was thumping inside. If Kanon hadn’t struck 
first, he would have been the one who died. A crue} 
smile spread on his beautiful face. Even if demons’ 
bodies were chopped up in this world, the pieces of 
them could gather together and be reborn. And those 
with souls and lives were even more troublesome; even 
if they lost their bodies, they could be reincarnated into 
a different one. 

Kanon put a foot on Yuugo’s back, grabbed a wing 
and tore it off. He cut it up so it couldn’t come back, and 
then dropped it into the dark void. He would never let 
this man get in his way again... 


“Stop it!” Tomoki screamed as loudly as he cout 

He was cursed by Shiki, but he tried to lift his heavy 
arms. As soon as he resisted, Tomoki’s power would 
collide with Shiki’s and intense green sparks would es 
The pain felt like he was being shot multiple ie 
he clenched his teeth. He didn’t have the energy to io 
back against Shiki anymore. He bit his lip until he fs 
blood, and thrust his fists out towards Kanon. “¢ ee 
from Yuugo!” With all his might, he concentrate¢ Fe 
energy and two spiral flashes of light exploded from 
fingertips. - 

Bi “Tomoki..” Shiki opened his eyes wide at the oa 
his brother had shot at Kanon, which wound a 
body like a snake, But Tomoki was still under S an 
curse. In order to stop Kanon from pushing bers 
body into the abyss, he had concentrated all 0 
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{towards him. But Tomoki’s power still wasn’t 
mough to completely seal Kanon. 

hiki, take care of that brat!” Kanon cried angrily 
bound by invisible chains. “It’s an order. Kill 
T'll bring you two together as one!” 


Iniisan...Stop!” Tomoki pleaded desperately, as 

90k a step forward. “Please...just save Yuugo,” 

ed. Since he was using all his energy to curse 
omoki could not protect himself. “He’s...really 

an to me,” he said in a choked voice. 

iki looked at Tomoki, who did not plead for his 

fe. He saw the reflection of his smiling face in his 

§ tear-filled eyes. “Tomoki, take care of Mom 

dd,” Shiki whispered gently as he touched his 

*s cheek. 

Y are you doing, Shiki?” Kanon roared like a 

hiki cursed him. 

ase forgive me, Master Kanon,” Shiki 

as he looked at Kanon with tears in his eyes, 

itched out his arms and hugged his master. 

isan!” Tomoki screamed. Taking Kanon with 

’s body disappeared into the crater. 


on struggled to break free of the curse. 
IS they fell into the dark void, Shiki whispered, 
.”” as he stared into Kanon’s blue eyes. 
You're my slave.” Kanon roared as he held onto 
Dont ever disobey me!” His cruel voice was 
ith hatred. Shikis hands were bound behind him, 
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and he was pinned face-down on the bed. Shiki felt ‘faint 
from the intense pain of Kanon’s hard rod plunging into 
him. He screamed repeatedly. 

Kanon ravaged Shiki’s body like a starving beast, 
He pinned him down with his strong body, and pounded 
him over and over again. 

This is how I’m going to die...Shiki thought as he 
pressed his face against the sheets. His trembling knees 
were spread apart, and Kanon grabbed his erection with 
his hands. His sharp nails dug into Shiki'’s head, and he 
wanted to scream. The room was filled with Shiki’ cries 
and Kanon’: rough, beast-like panting. 

He slipped out of consciousness over and over 
again, but would wake up again from the pain, 
screaming. His nightmare wouldnt go away. Every time 
he opened his eyes, he found himself in the same room 

Shiki was remembering the first time Kanon raped 
him. He could not forget the pain and fear he felt that 
day. In that irrational and hopeless situation, Kanon 
was just a terrible, cruel demon. Shiki was so afraid he 
couldn’t feel any hatred. . 

“Shiki...” He heard Kanon calling his name. Shiki 
felt sharp teeth in his back and shoulders, and knew 
Kanon was sucking his blood. He was probably going @ 
eat him because of his demon instincts. The bed sheets 
were stained with Shikis blood. Even though Shiki 
was being raped, Kanon was yelling at him for losing 
consciousness. He was torturing Shiki in every W& 7 
knew how. 

The only reason Shiki could bear it was b 
had heard Kanon speaking his true feelings once- 


ecause Ne 
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belong to me.” Shiki was bleeding and close 
ind Kanon held his trembling hands. “You're 
he held Shiki’ injured body like it was 
ng precious. “Dont die...” 

iki felt an unbearable sadness inside when he 
‘anon s voice. “Master Kanon...” I'll always be 


felt Kanon ss kisses on his cheek, and they were 
ea lovers. A tear rolled down Shiki’s cheek. 


iki slightly opened his eyes. Kanon’: light blue 
ere staring only at him. His lips were slightly 
fe looked like he was about to cry. Maybe that 
Fonly human part of him that remained. Shana 
ated him for her amusement and called him a 
4 mud. He had such a perfect, beautiful body, 
despised anyone who was born with a “life” 
lesh.” His intense yearning for those things had 


face in Shiki’ chest. And, at that, Shiki had 
him. Just that once, he could not hate his cruel 
He was overwhelmed with affection for that sad 


Underworld waited for them in the darkness 
bodies and souls became nothingness. It was 

from the real world Above Ground, where the 
ined. Tears poured from Shiki’s eyes. “You never 
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knew...” he whispered, as if confessing a sin he had 
hidden all his life. “I loved you...” He touched Kanon’s 
lips with his own for the first time, weeping. “I’m go 
sorry, Master Kanon...” 

“Who gave you permission...to do that...” Kanon 
said painfully to Shiki, who had collapsed in tears onto 
his chest. “You’re my slave.” 

He held Shiki tightly in his arms. The curse had 
been broken. My...Shi Shiki felt Kanon’s gentle 
voice reverberate in his chest, and, in their last moment, 
he answered in a tearful voice, “Yes, Master.” In his 
arms, Shiki was finally able to smile happily 


“Oniisan!” Tomoki’s tears continued to flow as 
he held the unconscious Yuugo against his chest. He 
had just felt his brother’s consciousness flow into him. 
Waves of emotion flooded over him, and fragments of 
memories filled Tomoki, making him tremble. Shiki had 
told Kanon the feelings he had hidden for so long. Right 
before their deaths, their hearts had connected, and Shiki 
had been truly happy. His pain and sadness had been 
washed away, and he had been able to smile peacefully. 
That’s how much he had loved that demon 

“Why?!” Tomoki cried for his brother, 
vanished. “He was such a cruel demon!” Kanon had 
tried to kill Yuugo, and had kept Shiki as a slave He 
was responsible for an unfathomable massacre Above 
Ground; he was a demon that should be hated! “why 
would you love someone like that?” He covered his a 
with both hands and cried. But no matter how angtY 


who had 
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was, he knew how his brother had felt. No matter how 
much Tomoki hated Kanon, he knew that Shiki loved 
him. 

“Tomoki...” Yuugo slowly opened his eyes as he 
lay in Tomoki’s lap. 

“Yuugo!” Tomoki quickly grabbed Yuugo’s 
outstretched hand. 

“You got away safely...I’m so glad you're safe, 
Tomoki...” Yuugo whispered as he tried to endure the 
pain, on the verge of death. Tomoki held him in his arms 
and sobbed loudly, like a child. 


It was the end of August, and they were in Yuugo’s 
condo. 

“I look pretty good in human form!” A black-haired 
man said as he admired himself in the bathroom mirror. 
When he smiled, small wrinkles formed around his eyes. 
He was very handsome, His age was uncertain; he could 
pass for twenty or even thirty. He was a bit shorter than 
Yuugo, but he was very muscular. “Lord Tomoki 's 
going to fall for me!” 

Tomoki was startled when someone calle 
name from the bathroom, “Is that you, Kurou?” 

“Don’t turn into a human!” Yuugo yelle 
kicked Kurou violently from behind. Kurou transformed 
back into a crow and tumbled to the floor. 

“Yuugo, you bastard! You are just afraid 
Tomoki will fall in love with me!” Kurou righted hims 
and yelled at Yuugo, pointing one wing at him. 

“Of course I’m not!” 


d his 


d and 


Lord 
elf 
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faugo!” Jade called in a cute voice as she came 
e other room. She tugged on the hem of his shirt. 
some pretty clothes!” She had beautiful blonde 
ite skin, and green eyes, but the little girl who 
sd to be about six years old was wearing one of 
t-shirts. She still had cat ears, a tail, and even 


on’t waste your energy transforming into a 
either!” 
*t be rude to girls!” Jade said angrily, and 
den fur appeared again. Apparently, she really 
{to be a high school girl—but at this point, neither 
‘Kurou were ready to appear in front of others. 
fomoki the Barrier Master was nearby, they often 
0 visit Yuugo. 
bought cake, want some?” 
Tomoki, don’t spoil the monsters!” 
Yuugo, you’re so narrow-minded!” 

fomoki’s nice, so even when I become a hot high 
{ girl, I won’t hit on Yuugo!” 
‘don’t want you to...” Yuugo replied. “Hurry up 
) home to the Depths of Dreams.” 

Now, now, Yuugo. Just think of us as pets. Just let 
ra little!” 
T’ve never heard of such noisy pets!” 
‘uugo is getting meaner by the 
gave a motherly sigh as she licked the cake. 
’s your fault!” 
you wanna be alone with Tomoki, why don’t 
st go into the bedroom?” 
"Yeah, stay in there all night if you want. I want 
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to watch TV. I want to watch that sexy girl with the big 
boobs!” Kurou said. He clumsily opened the newspaper 
with a wing. “Television is amazing!” 

“Mmm, this cake is good!” 


After he locked the door, Yuugo brushed his hair 
out of his face. He was lucky they had brought the bed 
into the biggest room. Even though he wanted to be alone 
with Tomoki, every time he came over those monsters 
would always end up coming, too. And because they 
spent so much time watching television, they had even 
more to chatter noisily about. 

“You can make them go back to the Depths of 
Dreams, right?” 

“Yeah, but they’re having so much fun. Let’s just 
leave them alone.” Tomoki smiled. 

Yuugo sat down on the bed next to him, and his 
mood immediately improved when he saw Tomoki’s 
smiling face. Even when the noisy monsters were 
around, Tomoki could forget about everything else 

“I’m so glad your wounds healed and you were 
able to come back here.” J 

“Me, too.” Yuugo put his arm around Tomoki's 
shoulders, and pressed his cheek against Tomoki’s soft 
brown hair. Yuugo had just been able to come home 
the other day. He hadn’t been able to move for about 4 
month, and had recuperated in the Depths of Drea 
Tomoki had come to visit him every day. and he he 
heard the whole story about Kanon and Shiki from him. 

Tomoki’s sadness and pain didn’t see™ to 
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fuugo was sure he would never forget it, When 
about the victims of the massacre on the 


Shiki were both victims of the demon, too.” 
want Tomoki to feel responsible for anything 
pened. “It’s not our fault that we were born with 
wers. Shiki wasn’t the kind of person who got 
ent from killing people, right?” 

oki had nodded his head in response, “It’s 
iisan’s fault!” He hadn’t wanted to kill anyone. 
is raised to obey Kanon’s orders. Tomoki thought 
r had cursed the demon and jumped into the 
ecause he wanted to save Tomoki, his younger 
t. And he wanted to end the pain of that demon, 


iki protected this world,” Yuugo had whispered 
ombed his fingers through Tomoki’s hair. He 
t Shiki, himself, but Yuugo knew he probably 
Tomoki a lot, both in appearance and in spirit. 
? had saved Yuugo’s precious Tomoki...He wanted 
ly thank Shiki for that. 

ll always remember my brother...” Tomoki had 
White flower petals floated down from the 
I-colored sky above them. He didn’t want to 
his brother had disappeared. “I hope he’s in a 
as peaceful as this ...” 

Me, too...” Yuugo answered as he gazed up at the 
oki was painfully beautiful as he cried silently. 
anted to hold him. At the same time, he wanted 
eld by him. 
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his face in Yuugo’s chest. They only showed this kind of 
sweetness and affection to each other. 

“I love you, too.” Yuugo smiled gently. “! Joye 
you, Tomoki.” He leaned over and gazed into Tomoki’s 
eyes. 

Even though Tomoki was used to it by now, that 
smile still made him blush. “I better not catch you 
smiling like that at anyone else!” He said firmly, his 
cheeks red. Yuugo tilted his head. “I’m really jealous 
and I want you all to myself, so you better be careful!” 
Tomoki continued and pointed a finger at him. Yuugo 
blinked his eyes in surprise. 

“Ha ha ha...You’re so cute, Tomoki,” Yuugo 
whispered in Tomoki’s ear and hugged him tightly to 
his chest. 

“And you better not whisper like that to anyone 
else, either!” 

“T won't.” 

“And you better not do this with anyone else. 
either...” 

“T know.” 

Tomoki pushed his lover down on the bed and 
kissed him. 


Afterword 


’ve worked with Daria Novels. My name is Hikaru 
ind I write boys’ love, science fiction, occult, and 
stories. What did you think about Dark Walker? 
le very happy to hear any comments. 

is was a story about the world we go to when 


J to this world with their consciousness and mortal 
es still intact. This world originated from Hirotaka 
manga series, which featured a brave girl as 
tagonist. If you love science fiction and action, 
should check out Kisaragi-sensei’s comics. 

had just been thinking about writing an original 
f based on the setting of a manga when I was 
ted by MOVIC-san about this project. Kisaragi- 
’s manga features completely different characters 
this book. But they told me that he would do the 
ions for Dark Walker, so | immediately wanted 
e about a character who had wings. (I’m actually a 
b fan of black wings ... Kisaragi-sensei, I’m so sorry 
d made you draw those complicated wings!) I tried 
best to write both fight scenes and erotic scenes. 
‘I’m so delighted at the beautiful illustrations. I was 
ecially happy to see the cute scene between Shiki and 
i at the back of the book! 
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Thank you, Kisaragi-sensei! 

In my case, if I don’t think of the perfect names 
for my characters, I can’t write my story. I decided on 
Kanon, Shiki, and Yuugo right away, but it took me 
a long time to come up with Tomoki’s name. | tried 
writing numerous names next to Yuugo’s, but he didn’t 
like any of them except for Tomoki’s! (laugh) 

I found myself wanting to write more and more 
about the characters, including Kanon and Shiki. If | 
have the opportunity, I would love to write a sequel 
I kept getting an extension on my deadline so | could 
write more and more, so I want to apologize to my 
editors and the publishing company! I’m sorry for the 
inconvenience. Thanks to everyone who helped me and 
who worked on this book. 


-- Hikaru Yura 
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